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Other term to describe RAN+SGSN+GGSN
Problem

Frequent references are made to RAN, SGSN and GGSN taken all together. It becomes then natural to introduce a new term to refer easily to this set of entities.

Some discussions already took place on this subject, initiated at last S2 meeting, and continued by e-mail, but no conclusion could be clearly established. Some terms are proposed, built on the word “Access”, as in S2-001450. These terms clearly reflect the fact that RAN+SGSN+GGSN are to be used between the IM subsystem and the UE.

However, the terms “access network” are widely used in 3GPP to refer to the equipment between the edge node of the core network and the air interface, e.g. “RAN” means “Radio Access Network” (the complete definition is available in TS 23.101).

Of course, “access” when used in a group of words like the ones proposed in S2-001450 can clearly be decouple from “access” as used in “access network”, but the confusion comes as soon as the groups of word are broken, e.g. when the term “access” is used in a context like “access independent”.

Proposed Solution

The terms to designate the RAN+SGSN+GGSN shall avoid the term “access”, to avoid the confusion mentioned above. It shall also reflect the nature of “intermediate entities” between the IM subsystem and the UE.

Therefore, to refer to RAN+SGSN+GGSN, it is proposed to use the terms:

BEARER NETWORK

These terms are believed to answer to the two concerns identified here:

· It clearly reflects the fact that these entities are providing bearer to be used by other entities.

· It also avoids confusion when the group of words is broken, like in “Bearer independent” to refer to something which can be used e.g. on top of GPRS as well as on top of fixed packet networks, different from “access independent” to qualify something which does not depend of the access network, e.g. RAN or BSS.

