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Response to LS on Architectural Impact of Combined MAP Signaling for Mobility Management
S2 would like to thank N4 to send the LS on Architectural Impact of Combined MAP Signaling for Mobility Management. S2 has discussed on the impact to the introduction of Integrated Serving Node based on the N4’s feasibility study (N4-000655) that has presented in S2-001459 during the meeting in Bristol, 4-8 Sept.2000.

During the discussion within S2, the following comments were raised on the feasibility study of combined MAP signaling for mobility management.
· Combining the serving nodes shall be open for implementation; standards shall keep separating domains clearly.

· S2 understands the reason why the combined MSC/VLR and SGSN node is necessary is due to introducing combined stage2 flow. If Combined MAP Operations stage 2 could show the signaling optimised flows without specific ISN, it would be better.

· S2 is discussing on splitting MSC/VLR into call server and MGW and also SGSN splitting. How does this ISN fit in those splitting architecture?

· ISN has particular function only on mobility management towards HLR. Does this imply that ISN may split into integrated control planes and transport planes? 

· Impacts to the SCP shall be considered
· Combined MAP Signaling shall be adopted only for mobility management. SCPs for each CSI may vary and this prevents combining messages to SCPs From those point of view, it seems that SCP shall be seen ISN as separated nodes. Is this same understanding?

· In R99, S2 investigated some aspects on Combined MAP Operations that have to be considered in S2-99837 and had liase to N4 as S2-99947. Have those aspects considered in the feasibility study already?

· According to the N4 feasibility study report(N4-000655), it seems that issues have already clarified with some assumptions. An assumption stated in the report is that the applicability is limited to the Integrated Serving Node. Does the applicability to the separated node ensure?

Note: Tdoc S2-001459 which was based on a proposed WI on “Optimisation of Signalling: Combined MAP Operations between HLR and Serving Node” was presented during the Bristol meeting but S2 could not make any decision on this topic because the WI has not been agreed TSG CN yet.
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