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1.Introduction 
So far, IAB-MT (IAB Mobile Termination) term has been utilized during the IAB work studies in RAN Working groups. However, the MT abbreviation is misused and it may lead to a confusion, which is discussed in this paper. 
2.MT vs. UE 
According to 3GPP TS 21.905 [1], Mobile Termination (MT) and User Equipment (UE) definitions are as follows: 

	Mobile Termination (MT): The Mobile Termination is the component of the Mobile Equipment (ME) which supports functions specific to management of the PLMN access interface (3GPP or non-3GPP). The MT is realized as a single functional entity.. 
(…) 
User Equipment (UE): Allows a user access to network services. For the purpose of 3GPP specifications the interface between the UE and the network is the radio interface. A User Equipment can be subdivided into a number of domains, the domains being separated by reference points. Currently the User Equipment is subdivided into the UICC domain and the ME Domain. The ME Domain can further be subdivided into one or more Mobile Termination (MT) and Terminal Equipment (TE) components showing the connectivity between multiple functional groups.  




 
Further, a reference model is provided in 3GPP TS 24.002 [2]: 
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[image: 90462800]:reference point. 
TA:Terminal Adaptor. 
MT:Mobile Termination. 
ME:Mobile Equipment. 
UE:User Equipment  
UTRAN:UMTS Radio Access Network. 
E-UTRAN:Evolved UMTS Radio Access Network. 
CN:Core Network. 
 
Figure 2: PLMN Access Reference Configuration (UTRAN Iu mode or E-UTRAN)  





 
As can be seen, MT does not include, e.g. USIM/UICC component, which is definitely required in the IAB node for the sake of Core Network functions such as authentication etc.  

Observation 1: Mobile Termination (MT) is just one of the sub-components of User Equipment (UE). MT does not include, e.g. UICC component which is required for IAB node operation. 

Therefore, usage of IAB-MT term is not appropriate in the specifications for the sake of IAB operation and may create confusion, especially in the SA WGs dealing with higher layer functions.  

Proposal 1: IAB-UE term should be used in specifications instead of IAB-MT. 

Furthermore, in order to avoid impacting almost all 3GPP specifications, we should apply the rule in the specifications that whenever UE is mentioned, it also refers to IAB-UE unless stated otherwise. In fact, virtually all the procedures available for the normal UE can be utilized by the IAB-UE. 

Proposal 2: In order to avoid correcting all potential UE procedures, we should clarify in our specification that whenever UE is mentioned, it also refers to IAB-UE unless explicitly stated otherwise. 

3.	Conclusion 
The following is observed and proposed in this contribution: 

Observation 1: Mobile Termination (MT) is just one of the sub-components of User Equipment (UE). MT does not include, e.g. UICC component which is required for IAB node operation. 

Proposal 1: IAB-UE term should be used in specifications instead of IAB-MT. 

Proposal 2: In order to avoid correcting all potential UE procedures, we should clarify
 in our specification that whenever UE is mentioned, it also refers to IAB-UE unless explicitly stated otherwise. 
 
The CR in S2-1909507 implements these changes.
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