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[bookmark: _Toc5026444]**** First Change *****
[bookmark: _Toc5026283]5.15.1	General
A Network Slice instance is defined within a PLMN and shall include:
-	the Core Network Control Plane and User Plane Network Functions, as described in clause 4.2,
and, in the serving PLMN, at least one of the following:
-	the NG Radio Access Network described in  TS 38.300 [27];
-	the N3IWF functions to the non-3GPP Access Network described in clause 4.2.7.2.
The 5G System deployed in a PLMN shall always support the procedures, information and configurations specified to support Network Slice instance selection in the present document, TS 23.502 [3] and TS 23.503 [45].
Network slicing support for roaming is described in clause 5.15.6.
Network slices may differ for supported features and network functions optimisations, in which case such Network Slices may have e.g. different S-NSSAIs with different Slice/Service Types (see clause 5.15.2.1). The operator can deploy multiple Network Slices delivering exactly the same features but for different groups of UEs, e.g. as they deliver a different committed service and/or because they are dedicated to a customer, in which case such Network Slices may have e.g. different S-NSSAIs with the same Slice/Service Type but different Slice Differentiators (see clause 5.15.2.1).
The network may serve a single UE with one or more Network Slice instances simultaneously via a 5G-AN regardless of the access type(s) over which the UE is registered (i.e. 3GPP Access and/or N3GPP Access). The AMF instance serving the UE logically belongs to each of the Network Slice instances serving the UE, i.e. this AMF instance is common to the Network Slice instances serving a UE.
NOTE 1:	Number of simultaneous connection of Network Slice instances per UE is limited by the number of S-NSSAIs in the Requested/Allowed NSSAI as described in clause 5.15.2.1.
NOTE 2:	In this Release of the specification it is assumed that in any (home or visited) PLMN it is always possible to select an AMF that can serve any combination of S-NSSAIs that will be provided as an Allowed NSSAI.
The selection of the set of Network Slice instances for a UE is triggered by the first contacted AMF in a Registration procedure normally by interacting with the NSSF, and can lead to a change of AMF. This is further described in clause 5.15.5.
A PDU Session belongs to one and only one specific Network Slice instance per PLMN. Different Network Slice instances do not share a PDU Session, though different Network Slice instances may have slice-specific PDU Sessions using the same DNN.
During the Handover procedure the source AMF selects a target AMF by interacting with the NRF as specified in clause 6.3.5.
[bookmark: _Toc5026284]5.15.2	Identification and selection of a Network Slice: the S-NSSAI and the NSSAI
[bookmark: _Toc5026285]5.15.2.1	General
An S-NSSAI identifies a Network Slice.
An S-NSSAI is comprised of:
-	A Slice/Service type (SST), which refers to the expected Network Slice behaviour in terms of features and services;
-	A Slice Differentiator (SD), which is optional information that complements the Slice/Service type(s) to differentiate amongst multiple Network Slices of the same Slice/Service type.
An S-NSSAI can have standard values (i.e. such S-NSSAI is only comprised of an SST with a standardised SST value, see clause 5.15.2.2, and no SD) or non-standard values (i.e. such S-NSSAI is comprised of either both an SST and an SD or only an SST without a standardised SST value and no SD). An S-NSSAI with a non-standard value identifies a single Network Slice within the PLMN with which it is associated. An S-NSSAI with a non-standard value shall not be used by the UE in access stratum procedures in any PLMN other than the one to which the S-NSSAI is associated.
The S-NSSAIs in the NSSP of the URSP rules (see TS 23.503 [45] clause 6.6.2) and in the Subscribed S-NSSAIs (see clause 5.15.3) contain only HPLMN S-NSSAI values.
The S-NSSAIs in the Configured NSSAI, the Allowed NSSAI (see clause 5.15.4.1), the Requested NSSAI (see clause 5.15.5.2.1), the Rejected S-NSSAIs contain only values from the Serving PLMN. The Serving PLMN can be the HPLMN or a VPLMN.
The S-NSSAI(s) in the PDU Session Establishment contain one Serving PLMN S-NSSAI value and in addition may contain a corresponding HPLMN S-NSSAI value to which this first value is mapped (see clause 5.15.5.3).
The optional mapping of Serving PLMN S-NSSAIs to HPLMN S-NSSAIs contains Serving PLMN S-NSSAI values and corresponding mapped HPLMN S-NSSAI values.
NOTE:	It is possible to use the optional mapping of Serving PLMN S-NSSAIs to HPLMN S-NSSAIs also when the Serving PLMN is the HPLMN.
The NSSAI is a collection of S-NSSAIs. An NSSAI may be a Configured NSSAI, a Requested NSSAI or an Allowed NSSAI. There can be at most eight S-NSSAIs in Allowed and Requested NSSAIs sent in signalling messages between the UE and the Network. The Requested NSSAI signalled by the UE to the network allows the network to select the Serving AMF, Network Slice(s) and Network Slice instance(s) for this UE, as specified in clause 5.15.5.
Based on the operator's operational or deployment needs, a Network Slice instance can be associated with one or more S-NSSAIs, and an S-NSSAI can be associated with one or more Network Slice instances. Multiple Network Slice instances associated with the same S-NSSAI may be deployed in the same or in different Tracking Areas. When multiple Network Slice instances associated with the same S-NSSAI are deployed in the same Tracking Areas, the AMF instance serving the UE may logically belong to (i.e. be common to) more than one Network Slice instance associated with this S-NSSAI.
In a PLMN, when an S-NSSAI is associated with more than one Network Slice instance, one of these Network Slice instances, as a result of the Network Slice instance selection procedure defined in clause 5.15.5, serves a UE that is allowed to use this S-NSSAI. For any S-NSSAI, the network may at any one time serve the UE with only one Network Slice instance associated with this S-NSSAI until cases occur where e.g. this Network Slice instance is no longer valid in a given Registration Area, or a change in UE's Allowed NSSAI occurs, etc. In such cases, procedures mentioned in clause 5.15.5.2.2 or clause 5.15.5.2.3 apply.
Based on the Requested NSSAI (if any) and the Subscription Information, the 5GC is responsible for selection of a Network Slice instance(s) to serve a UE including the 5GC Control Plane and User Plane Network Functions corresponding to this Network Slice instance(s).
The (R)AN may use Requested NSSAI in access stratum signalling to handle the UE Control Plane connection before the 5GC informs the (R)AN of the Allowed NSSAI. The Requested NSSAI is used by the RAN for AMF selection, as described in clause 6.3.5. The UE shall not include the Requested NSSAI in the RRC Resume when the UE asks to resume the RRC connection and is CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state.
When a UE is successfully registered over an Access Type, the CN informs the (R)AN by providing the Allowed NSSAI for the corresponding Access Type.
NOTE:	The details of how the RAN uses NSSAI information are described in TS 38.300 [27].
**** End of Changes ****

