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1. 
Background
The equivalent PLMN concept was introduced in R’99 to assist with PLMN reselection between friendly PLMNs (e.g. from the same operator group in adjacent countries).

Since then a few other features have acquired specification text related to Equivalent PLMNs.

This now extends to the RACS feature. The proposed use in RACS raises serious concerns owing to the long lived persistence of the UE-Capability-ID and PLMN-ID mapping within the UE.

Shortly before the tdoc submission deadline, questions were then raised about the other features using EPLMNs.

Here is a summary for EPC.

2
EPC Features mentioning EPLMN

a) MM back off timer (TS 23.401 clause 4.3.7.4.2.4)

While this is specified to run in an EPLMN, it can be cleared by selection of a non-EPLMN (and possibly by power cycling the device).

b) Handover Restriction List (4.3.11)

This is network internal.

c) Coverage Enhancement Restriction

The author believes that this is cleared unless repeated in every TAU accept. 

d) Attach with IMSI
This is not an issue 
e) Inter PLMN handover to CSG in ePLMN.

This is not an issue.

Summary

No existing EPC feature has long term persistence of EPLMN ID in the UE.


