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Abstract of the contribution: This paper proposes to make add one key issue 
Discussion

When satellite and non-satellite links are available for backhaul, there is the need to define rules for making best use of the links to optimize backhauling transmission. For this purpose, traffic steering, switching and splitting can be performed at backhaul level.
Proposal

**** Start of Changes ****
5
Key Issues
Editor's note: This clause will describe the key issues or impact areas when considering the integration of satellite backhaul in 5GS.
5.x   Key Issue #x: Multi connectivity with hybrid satellite/terrestrial backhaul
5.x.1 General Description

We consider an hybrid backhauling case where the traffic between the Core Network and the (R)AN can be transmitted through an hybrid backhaul based on one or more satellite links and one or more terrestrial links.
In this case the backhauling functions include hybrid functions located in the Core Network and at the (R)AN side.
The hybrid functions have to manage multilink operations on two or more links (e.g. one satellite and one terrestrial). 
At the (R)AN side these hybrid functions can be incorporated directly into the (R)AN equipment’s, as described in the following figure.
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The objectives of this key issue are:

1. What the impacts (if any) on the 5GS when introducing backhaul multi-connectivity with satellite link?

2. How, the UE can be aware (if required) of the presence of multilink capability in the backhaul (i.e. several backhaul links) when the decision of backhaul traffic steering, switching and splitting is performed by the UE?

3. Which are the hybrid functions (if any) to be implemented at (R)AN level in order to perform backhaul traffic steering, switch and splitting initiated by the UE or the network? Are there any similarities with ATSSS described in TR23.793 to perform backhaul traffic steering, switching and splitting?

4. What is the granularity with which backhaul traffic (on N2, N3 interfaces) can be steered/switched/split? What are the impacts of such granularity to the hybrid functions?
5. Should the configuration of the protocols used by the hybrid functions be adapted in order to allow the support of satellite link (e.g. support of high latency)?
**** End of Changes ****
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�: Multilink backhaul over two links










