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Abstract of the contribution: Discusses how to progress SBI Load Balancing in Rel-15.
1
Discussion

There are several possible ways to perform load balancing, each with it’s own pro’s and con’s.
3GPP load balancing typically focus on load balancing between 3GPP defined logical functions and do not consider load balancing within logical functions. Still there are a few different basic ways to perform this load balancing e.g. Client/consumer load balancing or load balancing proxy each of which can be done with or without central repository of load information (e.g. NRF).
To create an appropriate load balancing framework for SBA 3GPP should investigate the different options and select the most suitable solution(s). In addition, the following aspects need consideration.
It’s not clear which load that is interesting and what you load balance between:

· Is it the NF load?

· Is it the load of each type of service in the NF?
· Is it the load of each individual service instance?

It’s not clear who knows the load:
· Is it the underlaying platform?

· Is it the NF?

· Is it the something common for type of service?

· Is it the individual service instances?

There are several ways to pass the relevant load information.

· Push load from NF/Service/Platform to NRF

· Provide a “Load URL” to NRF and/or Consumer for NRF and consumer to allow retrieval of load information

· Provide load information in the SBI directly between the consumer and producer 

Depending on the LB model one or more of the mechanisms may be needed.

Considering the items above and the lack of time to properly study this in SA2 for Rel-15 It’s proposed that we ask CT4 to progress the load balancing work in Rel-15. 

2 
Proposal
Based on the discussion above it’s proposed to agree the following:
Proposal 1: Agree that SA2 will not define an SBI Load Balancing solution in Rel-15.
Proposal 2: Agree that CT4 can progress LB solutions for Rel-15.
Proposal 3: Send LS to CT4 and ask them progress LB solutions for Rel-15.
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