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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes to remove currently standardized SSTs from the SA2 specification.

Introduction
As mentioned in the LS answer in S2-176877 SA1 intends to investigate potential standardized SSTs, their characteristics, and where and how to standardize them in Release 16 timeframe, taking into account external input, such as from GSMA NEST. 

Therefore SA1 advises SA2 that no requirements for 3GPP standardized SSTs shall specified in Release 15.

Based on this guidance this contribution proposes to remove currently standardized SSTs.

Proposal
Change to TS23.501:
* * * * Begin of the 1st Change * * * *
5.15.2.1
General

An S-NSSAI identifies a Network Slice.

An S-NSSAI is comprised of:

-
A Slice/Service type (SST), which refers to the expected Network Slice behaviour in terms of features and services;

-
A Slice Differentiator (SD), which is optional information that complements the Slice/Service type(s) to differentiate amongst multiple Network Slices of the same Slice/Service type.

The S-NSSAI can have standard values or non-standard values. S-NSSAIs with PLMN-specific values are associated to the PLMN ID of the PLMN that assigns it. An S-NSSAI shall not be used by the UE in access stratum procedures in any PLMN other than the one to which the S-NSSAI is associated.
Note: There are no standard S-NSSAI values specified in this release.
The NSSAI is a collection of S-NSSAIs. There can be at most 8 S-NSSAIs in the NSSAI sent in signalling messages between the UE and the Network. Each S-NSSAI assists the network in selecting a particular Network Slice instance.
The same Network Slice instance may be selected by means of different S-NSSAIs.

Based on the operator's operational or deployment needs, multiple Network Slice instances of a given S-NSSAI may be deployed in the same or in different registration areas. When multiple Network Slice instances of a given S-NSSAI are deployed in the same registration area, the AMF instance serving the UE may logically belong to more than one Network Slice instances of that S-NSSAI, i.e. this AMF instance may be common to multiple Network Slice instances of that S-NSSAI. When a S-NSSAI is supported by more than one Network Slice instance in a PLMN, any of the Network Slice instances supporting the same S-NSSAI in a certain area may serve, as a result of the Network Slice instance selection procedure defined in clause 5.15.5, a UE which is allowed to use this S-NSSAI. Upon association with an S-NSSAI, the UE is served by the same Network Slice instance for that S-NSSAI until cases occur where e.g. Network Slice instance is no longer valid in a given registration area, or a change in UE's Allowed NSSAI occurs etc. In such cases, procedures mentioned in clause 5.15.5.2.2 or clause 5.15.5.2.3 applies.

The selection of a Network Slice instance(s) serving a UE and the Core Network Control Plane and user plane Network Functions corresponding to the Network Slice instance is the responsibility of 5GC.

The (R)AN may use Requested NSSAI in access stratum signalling to handle the UE Control Plane connection before the 5GC informs the (R)AN of the Allowed NSSAI. The Requested NSSAI is not used by the RAN for routing when the UE provides also a 5G-GUTI
.

When a UE is successfully registered, the CN informs the (R)AN by providing the whole Allowed NSSAI for the Control Plane aspects.

Editor's note:
The need for informing the (R)AN by providing the whole Allowed NSSAI is to be checked with RAN WGs.

When a PDU Session for a given S-NSSAI is established using a specific Network Slice instance, the CN provides to the (R)AN the S-NSSAI corresponding to this Network Slice instance to enable the RAN to perform access specific functions.

NOTE:
The details of how the RAN uses NSSAI information are described in TS 38.300 [27].
* * * * Begin of the 2nd Change * * * *
5.15.2.2
Void



	
	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	



* * * * Begin of the 3rd Change * * * *
5.15.4
UE NSSAI configuration and NSSAI storage aspects

A UE can be configured by the HPLMN with a Configured NSSAI per PLMN. A Configured NSSAI can be PLMN-specific and the HPLMN indicates to what PLMN(s) each Configured NSSAI applies, including whether the Configured NSSAI applies to all PLMNs, i. e. the Configured NSSAI conveys the same information regardless of the PLMN the UE is accessing (e.g. this could be possible for NSSAIs containing only standard S-NSSAIs). When providing a Requested NSSAI to the network upon registration, the UE in a given PLMN shall only use S-NSSAIs belonging to the Configured NSSAI, if any, of that PLMN. Upon successful completion of a UE's Registration procedure, the UE may obtain from the AMF an Allowed NSSAI for this PLMN, which may include one or more S-NSSAIs. These S-NSSAIs are valid for the current Registration Area provided by the serving AMF the UE has registered with and can be used simultaneously by the UE (up to the maximum number of simultaneous Network Slices or PDU sessions). The UE may also obtain from the AMF one or more temporarily or permanently rejected S-NSSAIs.

The Allowed NSSAI shall take precedence over the Configured NSSAI for this PLMN. The UE shall use only the S-NSSAI(s) in the Allowed NSSAI corresponding to a Network Slice for the subsequent procedures in the serving PLMN, as described in clause 5.15.5.

The UE stores (S)NSSAIs as follows:

-
When the UE is provisioned with a Configured NSSAI for a PLMN in the UE, the Configured NSSAI shall be stored in the UE until a new Configured NSSAI for this PLMN is provisioned in the UE by the HPLMN:

-
When provisioned with a new Configured NSSAI for a PLMN, the UE shall both replace any stored Configured NSSAI for this PLMN with the new Configured NSSAI, and delete any stored Allowed NSSAI and rejected S-NSSAI for this PLMN;

-
If received, the Allowed NSSAI for a PLMN shall be stored in the UE, including when the UE is turned off, until a new Allowed NSSAI for this PLMN is received;

-
When a new Allowed NSSAI for a PLMN is received, the UE shall replace any stored Allowed NSSAI for this PLMN with this new Allowed NSSAI;

-
If received, a temporarily rejected S-NSSAI for a PLMN shall be stored in the UE while RM-REGISTERED;

-
If received, a permanently rejected S-NSSAI for a PLMN shall be stored in the UE while RM-REGISTERED.

Editor's note:
Additional conditions when rejected S-NSSAIs can be removed is FFS.
One or multiple of the S-NSSAIs in the Allowed NSSAI provided to the UE can have non-standardized values, which may not be a part of the UE's NSSAI configuration. In such cases, the Allowed NSSAI includes mapping information how the S-NSSAIs in the Allowed S-NSSAI correspond to S-NSSAI(s) in the Configured NSSAI in the UE. The UE uses this mapping information for its internal operation (e.g., finding an appropriate network slice for UE's services). Specifically, a UE application, which is associated with an S-NSSAI as per NSSP, is further associated with the corresponding S-NSSAI from the Allowed NSSAI.
* * * * Begin of the 4th Change * * * *
5.15.6
Network Slicing Support for Roaming

For roaming scenarios:

-
If the UE only uses standard S-NSSAI values, then the same S-NSSAI values are used in V-PLMN and as in the HPLMN.

-
If the UE is allowed to use non-standard S-NSSAI values in the V-PLMN, the V-PLMN maps H-PLMN Subscribed S-NSSAIs values that can be used in the VPLMN to respective S-NSSAI values to be used in the VPLMN.

-
In RRC layer, the NSSAI, if provided, uses values valid in the VPLMN.

-
In Registration Request, the Requested NSSAI, if provided, shall include only the S-NSSAI values that are valid in the VPLMN.

-
When the NSSF in the VPLMN determines the Allowed NSSAI, it may take into account the availability only of the VPLMN part of the Network Slice instances that are able to serve the UE in the current registration area.

-
The Allowed NSSAI in the Registration Accept includes S-NSSAI values that are valid in VPLMN.

-
In a Session management procedures, the UE includes the S-NSSAI value valid in the VPLMN as they are received in the Allowed NSSAI in the VPLMN. The VPLMN maps any VPLMN specific S-NSSAI values to HPLMN specific S-NSSAI values before forwarding SM messages to the HPLMN.

-
The Network Slice specific network functions in the VPLMN are selected by the VPLMN by using the VPLMN S-NSSAI values and querying the NRF either pre-configured or provided by the NSSF in the VPLMN. The Network Slice specific functions in the HPLMN (if applicable) are selected by using the HPLMN S-NSSAI via the support from the NRF in the HPLMN.
NOTE:
In this release of specification it is assumed that in any PLMN (home or visited), for all the S-NSSAIs that the PLMN can serve it is always possible to select an AMF that can serve a Requested NSSAI that contains only S-NSSAIs that can coexist each other.

Editor's note: The details of the procedure to select specific functions in the HPLMN minimizing the interactions between VPLMN and HPLMN and the exposure of HPLMN topology are FFS.
* * * * End of Changes * * * *
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