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-
1. Overall Description:

SA WG2 is currently specifying the system aspects of the RRC Inactive state for 5GS in Release-15.

In context of the work on RAN paging of UEs in RRC Inactive state, it has been brought to SA WG2 attention that the scope of RAN paging could be limited by Xn availability between the RAN nodes.

Concerns were raised that RAN paging scope limited by Xn availability will result in rather small RAN Notification Areas and hence limit the number of UEs for which RRC Inactive state can be made applicable. Furthermore, SA WG2 is of the opinion that it shall be possible to allow UEs in RRC Inactive state without an explicit RAN Notification Area being configured, hence the UE needs to be reachable within its CN Registration area. Requiring UEs to go to CM-Idle/RRC-Idle, e.g due to limitations in Xn availability, contradicts the original intention of RRC Inactive state, i.e. reduction of signalling by avoiding UEs to go to CM-Idle/RRC-Idle. 

2. Actions:

To RAN WG2, RAN WG3 group.

ACTION: 
SA WG2 kindly asks RAN WG2 and RAN WG3 to investigate a solution for RAN paging of UEs in RRC Inactive state that avoids limiting the RAN paging scope to scenarios which require Xn availability between the RAN nodes and that respects the original intention of the RRC Inactive state regarding the signaling reduction by avoiding entering CM-Idle/RRC-Idle.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG2 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #123 
23rd – 27th October 2017
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #124
27th November – 1st December 2017
Reno, U.S.
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