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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA2 thanks ETSI ISG NFV for the LS sharing with us your work and experience on the design of network functions in the virtualization environment and NFV standardization status.
SA2 agrees that NFV is one of the key technology enabler for the development of 5G networks. FS_NextGen study has the high level 5G architecture requirement on “Leverage techniques (e.g. Network Function Virtualization and Software Defined Networking) to reduce total cost of ownership, improve operational efficiency, energy efficiency, and simplicity and flexibility for offering new services.” And SA2 also developed key issue on “Architecture impacts when using virtual environments”. (Refer to 3GPP TR 23.799 for the above.)
3GPP SA2 intended to complete the first phase of the study in Q4, 2016, in the R14 time frame. That will form a basis for R15 normative work. The R15 work targeting specify a basic system with the intended stage 2 (SA2 work) completion time is Q4, 2017. The R15 stage 3 work currently aims at June, 2018.

During the R15 time frame, SA2 will still work on a further study which will be used to trigger the R16 normative work. The overall 3GPP 5G time framework can refer to SP-160465.
2. Actions:

To ETSI ISG NFV.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks ETSI ISG NFV to take into account the 5G work timeframe and use that for reference on future work. 
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