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1. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to thank CT3 for their reply LS on the FS_xMBMS study and for their valuable feedback. SA4 recognizes the CT3 terms of reference and seeks to collaborate with CT3 on any potential specification to offer MBMS delivery to 3rd party service and content providers. 

It is our current understanding that the MB2 interface is not suitable for interacting with 3rd party content and service providers that reside outside the mobile operator’s network. This understanding is based on an evaluation that was done as part of the FS_xMBMS study, which recommends the usage of a RESTful API design and Internet protocols such as HTTP over TLS for the purposes of the xMB interface (previously referred to as Xm).
In particular, SA4 would like to answer the questions that were included in the CT3 response:

1. CT3 would like to ask SA4 where it derived the use cases and requirements assumed for the "Xm" reference point in TR 26.981 from.

SA4 would like to bring to the attention of CT3 the architectural considerations on an interface towards a Content Provider/Multicast Broadcast Source that are defined in TS 23.246 section 5. So far, this interface to configure MBMS User Services and ingest user plane data was left unspecified and SA4 has recognized the necessity of defining this interface to offer eMBMS delivery to 3rd party content providers. 
2. CT3 would like to ask SA2 and SA4 to clarify how the "TMB2" reference point and the "Xm" reference point relate to each other.

SA4 in the course of the ongoing study FS_xMBMS has identified that the functionalities provided by TMB2 for TV services are also applicable to use cases beyond TV. In order to avoid confusion towards 3rd party providers, we see value in not assigning the interface to a specific service, but use a generic name that is inclusive of non-TV applications, without changing any requirements and stage-2 processes as agreed for TMB2.

SA4 has temporarily assigned “xMB” to the interface in order to address the above considerations.
2. Actions:

To CT3.

ACTION: 
SA4 kindly asks CT3 to take this response into account, towards continued collaboration on the study and the definition of the xMB interface.
To SA2.

ACTION: 
SA4 kindly asks SA2 to consider renaming the TMB2 interface to a more generic name e.g. “xMB” to not unnecessarily limit the functionalities to TV ingestion by the implication of the name.
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