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Abstract of the contribution: This contributions proposed to add a functional description for dual connectivity for the 5G System.
1.	Discussion
Dual connectivity and multi-connectivity, involving more than two RAN nodes, are one of the key components of the 3GPP 5G system (5GS). As discussed in the study phase, most of deployment options of 5GS assume the use of dual or multi connectivity, involving multiple RAN nodes simultaneously. For example, option 4 and 7 assume the service via NR (gNB) and E-UTRA (eLTE eNB) simultaneously. And even for option 2 and 5, simulataneous support of multiple RAN nodes, e.g. two eLTE eNB (option 5) or two gNBs (option 2) can be possible.
One thing to be considered is that, in 3GPP TSG RAN #74, RP-162574 was endorsed by RAN plenary, suggesting to reduce scope of the first phase of 5G work. 
· For the items listed below and those in RP-161914, no dedicated meeting time in the WGs will be allocated until March 2017, As a consequence, detailed design decisions related to these items are postponed until after March 2017.
· List of items for scope reduction:
· (…)
· Multi-connectivity constituted with more than two nodes (gNBs and/or eNBs)
· I.e., Dual Connectivity is continued to study in the SI phase.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to fulfill this endorsed scope, we would like to propose to postpone the SA2 work on multi-connectivity (more than two RAN nodes are involved) to the next phase, while dual connectivity feature is specified in a similar manner as in TS 23.401 for EPS.
Since the RAN WGs have not finalized their work on dual connectivity for 5G system, fuctional description and use of terminologies (e.g. whether to use MCG and SCG concept and split bearer concept, etc) are not stable yet, so detailed description shall be updated when the RAN WGs determined those parts.

2.	Proposal
According to the discussion above, we would like to propose to add the following texts in TS 23.501

* * * * Start of 1st Change * * * *
[bookmark: _Toc470196742]5.9	Support for Dual connectivity, Multi-connectivity
Editor’s notes: This could include functional description for architecture impact due to 3GPP RAN dual connectivity, 3GPP RAN multi connectivity. Support for 3GPP RAN multi-connectivity is dependent on support for multi-connectivity in RAN, when it is supported, this section will be used to capture the architecture impact due to 3GPP RAN multi-connectivity. 
NOTE:	Multi-connectivity, involving more than two nodes, is not specified in this release of the specification.

Dual Connectivity involves two RAN nodes that support N2 and N3 interfaces in providing radio resources to a given UE (with active radio bearers), while single N2 termination point exists for an UE between an AMF and RAN. The RAN architecture and related functions to support Dual Connectivity for 5G system is further described in TS 38.abc [x].
The RAN node, at which the N2 terminates, performs all necessary N2 related functions (as specified for any serving RAN node) such as mobility management, relaying of NAS signalling, N2 connection handling, etc. and manages the handling of user plane N3 connection.
Editor’s notes: Further detailed functions and terminologies regarding dual connectivity would be determined by RAN WGs 
* * * * End of Changes * * * *
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