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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 thanks SA4 for their LS in S4-161323. RAN2 has discussed the assumptions provided in the LS and would like to provide the following answers:
SA4’s current assumption is that the RAN-assisted codec adaptation messages can be combined with application layer adaptation mechanisms that are under SA4 responsibility. In particular, SA4 assumes that for the solutions to be developed under this work item, 1) the eNB is unaware of the codec and its operating mode and 2) the signalled bit rates for UL/DL are recommendations which may trigger further application specific adaptation actions.
Answer: RAN2 confirms the assumptions.
The behaviour of a UE in response to a RAN-assisted codec adaptation message could, for instance, be one of the following:
· Case 1: The eNB recommended bit rate is followed such that the application increases or decreases the used bit rate to a rate below or equal to the eNB recommended bit rate. 

· Case 2: The eNB recommended bit rate triggers an SDP re-negotiation of the session, especially if the recommended bit rate is below the session GBR. 

· Case 3: The UE may or may not adjust the codec bit rate in response to the eNB recommended bit rate but use the signaled eNB recommended bit rate as a trigger for application layer adaptation. 
· Case 4: The eNB recommended bit rate is ignored.

Answer: From RAN2 perspective the UE is preferred to follow the recommendations received by the eNB. However, RAN2 understands that in certain conditions the eNB recommendations may not be applied. Therefore, RAN2 leaves SA4 to decide on the scenarios that UE may or may not follow the eNB recommendations.
Furthermore, RAN2 would like to inform SA4 about the further agreements made in this meeting:

· Introduce a rate recommendation query message from the UE to the eNB.

· This query message uses the same MAC CE format that is used for the bit rate recommendation message from the eNB to the UE.

· The trigger for sending the query message is FFS.

· Whether this MAC CE will trigger scheduling request is FFS.
· Whether to use MAC CE for the query message can be revisited if necessary.
· The UE is configured with a prohibit timer to restrict the UE from sending the query message too often.

· If the UE receives a recommended bit rate from the eNB as response to the query message that is lower than the value sent in the query message, the UE should not use a bit rate that goes beyond the value received from the eNB.
2. Actions:

To SA4 group
ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks SA4 to take the above answers and agreements into account for their work.
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