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Proposed answer to liaison on Emergency calls using IMEI as UE identifier

TSG SA WG2 has reviewed the proposal from TSG RAN WG2 to TSG CN WG1 to allow paging using IMEI and has the following comments:

Currently in GSM there was a requirement established in TS GSM 02.17 that denies the sending of the IMEI in a non ciphered way.

Furthermore at a recent SMG plenary Mobile Station were requested to restrict any possible access to the IMEI in order to ensure that it is not possible to re-use the same IMEI for different equipment. As an example it was announced that one IMEI has been allocated to 800 different Mobile equipment.

From the above reasoning, it is felt that, from a system perspective, it is not acceptable to make use of the IMEI without any protection over the Uu Interface.

It is requested from TSG RAN WG2 not to do any work on this issue prior to a review by TSG SA WG3 and TSG SA WG1 to request the feature to be provided.

