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Introduction

It is the understanding of the organisations supporting this paper that, for GSM Release’99 3G networks, the echo control device needed to prevent annoying hybrid echo being heard by the 3G mobile user, is a peripheral to the MSC and is connected via a closed interface. 

The organisations supporting this paper believe that network operators should be able to choose the supplier of the echo control device independently to the main core network and hence the echo control should be connected to the core network on an open interface. This will facilitate choice and quality optimisation for 3G network operators.

In addition, it is not clear what standards the network echo control should adhere to. Currently the SA4 TR26.915 contains some information on echo control, stating that the echo control should adhere to ITU-T G.168. However, this document is not a full specification. An open interface would allow operators to gain access to the echo control device to facilitate ITU-T G.168 compliance testing.

Proposal

SA2 should create a CR to open the interface for network echo control for GSM release’99 and ensure that the gateway echo control device can be provisioned on an open interface for the release 2000 specifications. In addition, the open echo control interface should be capable of allowing ITU-T G.168 compliance testing. The CR should apply as well to TS 23.121, Architecture requirement for R99.
















