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8
Conclusions


It has been concluded to proceed the normative work as follows: 

· Functionalities of PCEF and TDF are extended to support traffic steering in (S)Gi-LAN. Protocols over the Sd and Gx interfaces are enhanced to carry information related to traffic steering policy. 
· If traffic steering rules are sent to PCEF/TDF, they can be at both L7 (identified by application identifier) and at L3-L4 layers; 
· A new functional entity Traffic Steering Support Function (TSSF) is defined to support traffic steering in (S)Gi-LAN. It interfaces with PCRF via a new reference point St. This new reference point is introduced to the PCC Reference Architecture in addition to the existing reference points.
· If traffic steering rules are sent to TSSF, they can be at both L7 (identified by application identifier) and at L3-L4 layers;  
· It is assumed that 
· Parts of Diameter based Sd protocol relevant for traffic steering functionality will be re-used on St reference point and that no new Diameter based protocol for St reference point will need to be defined. 
· Restful based protocol alternative for St will need to be defined. This can also be used over the Sd reference point when TDF supports traffic steering functionality only.
An LS will be sent to CT3 informing about the St reference point and requesting CT3 to confirm the above assumptions and provide feedback, if needed. 
· Traffic steering can be deployed using PCEF/TDF only, using TSSF only or using a combination of both.

· To support scenario when PCEF/TDF is utilized for L7 packet classification while traffic steering is done using TSSF, the TSSF and TDF/PCEF enhanced with traffic steering are deployed. Since the St ref point can be deployed together with other ref points, i.e. Sd and Gx or Gx only, for the same IP CAN session then,

· If traffic steering rules sent to PCEF/TDF are at L7, the new reference point will not carry L7 traffic steering rules.
· It was agreed that a deployment scenario enabled by the above principles allows, for applications with deducible data flows, L3/L4 classifiers in the (S)Gi-LAN for DL traffic and L3/L4/L7 classifiers for UL traffic in the PCEF/TDF. DL classifier rules can be obtained by the DL classifier in (S)Gi-LAN via St (without defining any additional aspects on top of above principles) or implementation specific methods. Such implementation specific methods will neither be specified nor further investigated during the normative phase.
· Solution 2.1, "Semantics of traffic steering policy" (defined in section 6.2.1), is selected as the basis for the normative work for the key issue#2 in Rel-13.
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