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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS on “Core Network assisted eNodeB parameters tuning”.
SA2 discussed the possibility to provide assistance information from the CN to the RAN about the expected length of the UE inactivity periods and agreed that such information can be provided in a reliable way, e.g. based on UE inactivity statistics collected by the MME. More specifically, after initial UE attach, the MME could start collecting statistics on the length of the ECM-IDLE periods and then, when sufficient samples are available to make the information statistically reliable, it could send the UE inactivity period statistics to the RAN during the service request procedures. The MME could also suspend the inclusion of the assistance information about the statistics of the UE inactivity period, if it detects that the statistics change abruptly and until they become stable once again. 
So CN -> RAN assistance information about the statistics of the UE inactivity periods can be specified as an optional field in the service request procedure, that will be included by the MME only when the information is considered as statistically reliable.

2. Actions: 
To RAN2: 

SA2 kindly asks RAN2 to note the above information.

To RAN3: 

SA2 kindly asks RAN3 to define the signalling to provide CN -> RAN assistance information (e.g. during a Service Request) about the expected length of the UE inactivity periods. The information should be provided in the form of statistics. For instance the assistance information could be constituted by the “probability of UE inactivity periods shorter than XX seconds equals YY%”). Further details are left to RAN3 discussion.
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