3GPP TSG SA S2#9




S2-99A53

London, UK, October 25-29, 1999

3GPP TSGN WG1 meeting #7


Tdoc N1-99B20

13th-17th of September, Makuhari, Japan



3GPP WG N1










Source:
TSG N1

To:
TSG S2, TSG CN, RAN3

CC:
RAN2

Response to the LS on Location Area concept
N1 thanks S2 for their informing N1 about the decision made on LA concept.

N1 was asked to give their opinion on a preferred solution to satisfy the requirement of independent RA and LA, and roaming between GSM and UMTS.

No real answer could be given, but the following comments and questions were issued .

N1 has been working on the agreed principle that the changes to R99 GSM specifications should be minimised and backward compatibility with older releases maintained when designing roaming between GSM and UMTS.

The requirements in [1] (23.121) will mean significant changes to the MM specifications.

Changing the assumption that RA is always completely contained within an LA would impact the combined procedures which currently work on the assumption that there can be multiple RAs within one LA but not vice versa. This is just one of the many  major changes we see. 

Additionally to this the removal of LLC protocol leaves the GMM Interface unclear. Procedures such as suspend/resume, ciphering algorithms and parameters and the service primitives need to be revised for UTRAN access but kept for GSM access in R99 core network.

More generally, From N1 viewpoint it looks that either we fulfill the current requirement in 23.121 and fail to meet the schedule for R99 by a significant margin or the architectural requirements are adjusted to allow the principle of being able to use more of the existing GSM background for MM.
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