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4.0 Architecture Overview for Release 99

Figure X describes the logical reference model for UMTS Release99. It should be noted that physical elements can contain one or more logical elements. 
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Figure X,   Architecture overview for UMTS Release 99.

· A UMTS network is logically divided into a radio access network (RAN) and a core network (CN), connected via an open interface over the Iu reference point. 

· The core network is from a functional point of view divided into a Packet Switched Service Domain and a Circuit Switched Service Domain 

· Networks may have only the PS domain or only the CS domain or both domains implemented 

· Terminals may have only the PS domain or only the CS domain or both domains implemented. 

· Source transcoding is a Core Network function

· Header compression is a Radio Access Network function

· Ciphering is a Radio Access Network function

Note: The UMTS architecture enables combined 3G-MSC and 3G-SGSN nodes (i.e. one signaling point code from the RNC point of view).
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