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3GPP TSG RAN WG3 would like to inform 3GPP TSG SA WG2 of the current status within RAN WG3 on the Iu user plane towards the CN IP domain.





In order to avoid options and facilitate progress for UMTS Release 99, the working assumption of RAN WG3 is the following:


The standard shall support that the user data flows transported over the Iu reference point to/from the 'IP domain' shall be multiplexed on top of common layer 2 resources. 


One or several AAL5/ATM Permanent VCs may be used as the common layer 2 resources between the UTRAN and the 'IP domain' of the CN. The reason for usage of several permanent AAL5/ATM VCs may e.g. be for load sharing and redundancy.


RAN WG3 has also agreed upon the user plane protocol structure in figure 1 below:


�EMBED Unknown���


Figure 1: Proposed Iu protocol stack for the packet domain user plane.





RAN WG3 has noted a discrepancy between the working assumption above and the decision on the Iu user plane for the IP domain taken by SMG12 in San Francisco January 1999. RAN WG3 invites TSG SA WG2 to comment on the working assumption taken by RAN WG3.


