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Abstract: This contribution describes the consideration of 5G vertical domain such as maritime domain with the different timeline that is somewhat lengthier than 3GPP Release timeline when 3GPP make a decision of 3GPP Release timelines and the work scope per Release.
1. Overall Description
TSG SA decided that Release 18 Stage-1 freeze date will be revised and agreed in at TSG SA#90e in December 2020, after TSG SA has a decision on new Release 17 Stage-2 freeze date. 
In addition, during TSG SA#90e, it was decided that Release 18 SIDs can still be proposed at least during SA1#92e. Accordingly, there were also discussions on when it is permitted to propose new SIDs targeting Release 19 Stage-1 specification works.
Assuming the lengthier Release 18 Stage-1 timeline than the Stage-1 timeline of previous Releases, it may be discussed whether it should not be permitted to start new SIDs targeting Release 19 Stage-1 specification works until Release 18 Stage-1 works are completed by e.g. 80%.
It is necessary to consider 5G vertical domains with the different timeline that is somewhat lengthier than 3GPP Release timeline when SA1 decides any timeline restriction of starting new SIDs targeting Release 19 Stage-1 specification works in SA1 from the year 2021.
For example, 3GPP Stage 1 FS_MARCOM study started in Release 15 Stage1-timeline and it was initially targeted to be completed within Release 15 Stage-1 timeline. However, it was in the end completed in Release 16 Stage 1 timeline. During FS_MARCOM study and MARCOM study, the workloads were not much to be treated in each SA1 meeting compared to other SA1 works but they were required to be handled in longer Stage 1 period than other Release 15 and Release 16 Stage 1 works. 

In addition, during Stage 1 works for maritime domain, it was identified that relevant maritime global organizations such as IMO and IALA have their meetings once or twice per year, which means that it takes more than one year for both 3GPP and maritime global organizations to exchange any information or discussions on 3GPP standardization.

Besides, maritime domains have some regulatory aspects to be taken into account for maritime safety. It also takes longer time to get feedbacks from relevant stakeholders to address any issues raised during 3GPP works, which means that it may not be possible to complete all works within one Release timeline that 3GPP typically have.

Considering aspects of 5G verticals such as maritime domain described above, it is necessary to allow new studies of 5G verticals with different and lengthy timelines to start even during 3GPP Release 18 Stage-1 timeline in 2021 even if a new study is targeted to complete a normative work in Release 19 Stage-1 timeline.
2. Proposal

It is proposed to allow new studies of 5G verticals such as maritime domain to start during 3GPP Release 18 Stage-1 timeline in 2021 even if it is targeting Release 19 Stage-1 normative works. It is also suggested to apply this proposal only for 5G verticals to require longer timeline than the typical 3GPP Release timeline that makes 3GPP have difficulty in exchanging information with relevant stakeholders out of 3GPP or in receiving feedbacks from them to address any issues raised during 3GPP works.
