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Attachments:
1. Overall Description:

SA1 thanks SA2 for their incoming LS, and the analysis on the support of GSMA NG.116 Attribute “Area of service” by 3GPP system specifications and PLMN selection procedures. 
The following paragraph extracts, from the SA2 LS, the definition of Area of service and SA2 considerations.

------------------------------

“Area of service: This attribute specifies the area where the terminals can access a particular network slice.

Therefore, the attribute specifies the list of the countries where the service will be provided. The list is specific to NSPs and their roaming agreements.

In case the list comprises more than one entry, roaming agreements between the HPLMN and the VPLMNs are required.”

Today, the HPLMN operator controls the PLMN selection done by the UE via e.g. Preferred PLMNs list provisioned to the UE. The assumption is that the HPLMN provisions the lists to the UE such that the UE gets the suitable services from the PLMNs in the provisioned list(s).

Considering the above mentioned attribute and possible roaming scenarios, SA2 kindly asks whether existing mechanisms satisfies the expectations from GSMA?
------------------------------

SA1 understanding is that current 3GPP functionalities do not fully support GSMA NG.116 Attribute “Area of service”. In particular, current PLMN selection process and priority rules, especially in roaming/VPLMN scenarios, do not consider or differentiate availability of particular network slices (per country and/or PLMN).
Therefore, the UE may end up selecting a VPLMN that does not support services associated with a certain network slice, or belonging to a country where the same network slice and services are not available.
SA1 view is that enhancements to PLMN selection should be pursued, and work should be mainly under CT1 responsibility.
2. Actions:

To SA2
ACTION: SA1 kindly asks SA2 to take the above into account.
To CT1
ACTION: SA1 kindly asks CT1 to work on solutions for enhancing PLMN selection to take into account slice availability, in Rel-17.
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