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Abstract: This document proposes texts for the description and the potential requirement for flexibility support to be added to the TR on New Services and Markets Technology Enablers for Network Operation. The text elaborates multiple similar services that are served by a single Network Slice.
Discussion
Network operator provides a service that can be used by multiple service providers of the same vertical industry. The network operator can either create a Network Slice for each of the service providers or create a single Network Slice that serves multiple service providers of the same vertical industry. The former approach has an advantage that there is a clear isolation of the Network Slice dedicated for each service provider. However, the latter approach enables a Network Slice sharing concept, which allows an operator to provide similar services in an economic way, i.e., making use of the same Network Slice including both network functions and network infrastructure for multiple service providers. 

A concrete example would be that an operator provides a MTC service that can be used for the smart meters of an electricity service provider and for the smart sensors of an agriculture service provider. Depending on the agreement between the service providers and the network operator, this MTC service can be realized either by setting up a MTC Network Slice for each service provider or setting up only one MTC Network Slice that serves both the electricity service provider and the agriculture service provider. 

Proposal

To allow the aforementioned flexibility for creating a Network Slice to serve a single service provider or to serve multiple service providers, it is proposed to add descriptive texts and the potential requirements in the SMARTER_NEO TR.
------------------- start of the change -------------------

5
Use case families

5.1
System flexibility

5.1.1
Description

Describe what the use case family intends to achieve. 
Operator often provides similar service to multiple service providers that require similar network functionalities. In this case, setting up a single Network Slice that serves multiple service providers would allow an operator to make use of its network infrastructure in an economic way.
5.1.2
Potential Requirements

The <5G system> shall allow the operator to create a network slice that accommodates multiple service providers offering similar services.
------------------- end of the change -------------------

