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Abstract: This contribution addresses the Group Handling topic from section 4, “Objective” of the Work Item Description (WID), Group Communication System Enablers for LTE.  

Expected Benefit/Effect: The benefit of adding enhancements within the 3GPP network to provide hooks other than just using 3GPP as “transport network” will enhance the performance and operations of group communications.
Discussion

Group handling can be considered from

i) a control plane perspective or

ii) a user plane perspective.

In the first case (i) group handling in the control plane may consist of 

· announcing the groups that are available for potential participation,

· providing facilities for entities to indicate willingness to potentially participate in a group communication,

· announcing the groups that have active communications, to newly active (or members) devices, or

· requesting opportunity to transmit during an active group communication. 
In the second case (ii) group handling in the user plane may consist of requesting the opportunity to transmit during an active group communication.   

Requirements

The network shall provide capabilities to announce groups to potential participants.

The network shall provide capabilities for network entities to indicate willingness to participate in any group communicaitons.

The network shall provide capabiltities for notifying network entities that there exists active group communications that they might want to participate.

The UE shall be able to indicate its willingness to participate in potential group communications.

The UE shall be able to request the opportunity to transmit during an active group communication.

