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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG SA WG1 would like to bring to the attention of ITU-T SG2 a potential issue related to multiple E.212 Mobile Country Codes (MCC) allocated to the same country/political entity.

3GPP SA1 is aware that ITU-T has allocated multiple MCCs for the following countries/political entities:

· China (2 MCCs)

· India (3 MCCs)

· Japan (2 MCCs)

· UAE (3 MCCs)

· UK (2 MCCs)

· USA (7 MCCs)
Currently, 3GPP specifications only treat those MCCs assigned to the USA and India as belonging to the same country/political entity in User Equipment (UE) for procedures such as network selection. All other MCCs, including those assigned to the same country as listed above, are treated as different countries/political entities in 3GPP specifications.
3GPP SA1 has noted that there is a potential issue if the situation arose where one (or more) of the multiple MCCs allocated to the same country/political entity were revoked and reused. In this instance, UEs already in the market place would not recognise the change of use which then could lead to problems within 3GPP networks.

2. Actions:

To ITU-T SG2
ACTION: 
3GPP SA1 kindly asks ITU-T SG2 to:
1. Inform 3GPP when one or more additional MCC(s) are allocated to a country/political entity that already has one (or more) MCC(s) allocated to it.

NOTE:
In this case, clarification as to whether or not such newly allocated MCC(s) is/are to be treated as belonging to the same country/political entity as the existing MCC(s) already allocated to that country/political entity in 3GPP specifications would also be required.

2. Avoid revoking and reusing any of the multiple MCCs already allocated to countries/political entities that 3GPP specifications treat as belonging to the same country/political entity (at the time of writing of this LS, this includes only USA and India).
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