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1. Introduction 
This contribution proposes some overall considerations about a potential partial forward compatibility feature for the UICC applications to allow the introduction of some new 3GPP UICC features that can be added also to legacy cards in the market.
2. Proposal 

----------------------- Change 1 ------------------------

5
Overall considerations
[ 5.x
UICC-applications Partial Forward Compatibility

One of the main issues related to the introduction of some new UICC-based features is the need to deliver new UICC cards and the impossibility to reuse legacy cards. 

A UICC-applications Partial Forward Compatible system is a system designed to be able to support some data and features included in future releases of the 3GPP standards.
Data and features can be added to legacy UICC cards by using some specific OTA mechanisms and without requiring any new UICC production and distribution. Although technically feasible (depending on the feature), the introduction of a 3GPP Release-(X+1) feature on a UICC Release-X card is currently not specified, is not interoperable and is subject to unexpected behaviour by the UICC.

In order to solve this issue, a UICC-applications Partial Forward Compatibility requirement can be evaluated. 
In case the UICC-applications Partial Forward Compatibility feature will be available starting from Release-X onwards, each new 3GPP feature should be evaluated and marked as “Release-(X+N) feature potentially available on Release-X UICC cards” or as “Release-(X+N) feature-only”. ]
[Editor´s note: the text of this section is still under consideration]

----------------------- End of Change 1 ------------------------



















