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General

SA#34 approved a study item to look into the requirements of value added services for SMS.

In the existing SMS procedures the receiver of an SM is only provided with information regarding the originator of the SM, there is no mechanism for the receiver to know about all the recipients.

In addition when a SM is sent to multiple destinations, multiple copies of the SM are sent from the originator. It would be useful, if a single SM could carry multiple destination address.

It is proposed that SA1 consider if it would be useful to enhance SMS to allow for multiple addresses in a single SM.
Proposal

It is proposed that the following is included in the “Study on value added services for SMS” TR:

x.1
Introduction
When a MO-SMS is sent from the originating entity, a single destination address is used in the TPDU that is sent to the Service Centre (SC). The SC will in turn, extract the relevant originator address and use this in the TPDU that is sent to the destination entity.

At the destination entity (mobile), the user is provided with the address of the originating mobile and can use this to reply back to the originator.

x.2
Existing System and its Problems
When a user composes a message and sends it to N destinations, then the originating entity (MS) will send N messages to the SC and the SC will deliver N individual messages to the N destinations. Each Individual receiving entity can only know the originating address and can only reply back to the originating entity. So in the existing system, when the same message is sent to N different individuals, there is no way for each individual to know who else received the same message and no way for them to reply to ‘all’.
In addition, when the same message is sent to N destinations, N messages are sent from the originating entity to the SC. This is wasteful of radio resources

x.3
Proposal

Means should be provided for multiple destination addresses to be carried in a single message.

Means should be provided for a user to send a reply to all destination addresses, or a limited set, i.e. he / she can choose individual addresses to reply to or reply back to all recipients of the message.

