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Study into a public emergency warning system in cellular networks
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	Core Network

	X
	Services
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Linked work items

none
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Justification

In the aftermath of the tsunami in South East Asia, public authorities are taking a fresh look into their systems to alert the population about an imminent threat or to mitigate the consequences of a major disaster. Besides the traditional sirens and the regular broadcast media, an important new resource has become available to authorities in the last decennium with the massive roll out of GSM.
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Objective

The objective of this Work Item is to define requirements to come to a harmonized implementation of and use by public authorities of public alert systems, based on currently existing technologies. 
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Service Aspects

The public warning system shall be able to address a large number of citizens (including roamers (tourists)) in near real-time with information that is relevant to their location.
The solution shall be able to handle multiple languages. The solution shall respond to the needs of a multi-lingual society including situations where more than one script is in use as the official language.
The GSM/UMTS system has certain built-in capabilities to minimize the battery power consumption. The implementation shall be optimized using the available mechanisms and ensure acceptable battery lifetime for the user.
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MMI-Aspects

In order to ensure that an effective and simple to use public alert system can be realized, there is need for detailed minimum requirements on the behaviour of handsets. 
Alert messages should get top priority, be recognized by the user as special messages of high importance directly related to his security, override other messages or other mechanisms in the GSM/UMTS standards, and stay on the display for a while regardless of the user setting.
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Charging Aspects



None
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Security Aspects

The service shall only be accessible to staff authorised to use the public warning system. It shall not be possible that unauthorised persons send out false warnings or use the service for spamming.
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Classification of the WI (if known)

	X
	Feature (go to 14a)

	
	Building Block (go to 14b)

	
	Work Task (go to 14c)


14a
The WI is a Feature: List of building blocks under this feature

(list of Work Items identified as building blocks)

14b
The WI is a Building Block: parent Feature 

(one Work Item identified as a feature)

14c
The WI is a Work Task: parent Building Block

(one Work Item identified as a building block)

15 Annex

None.
