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1. Overall Description:

SA1 thanks SA2 for their LS entitled ‘Correlation of I-WLAN Access and Service Authorization’ (S2-042347/S1-040562). The result of the discussion of this LS within SA1 is as follows:

The following text exists within TS 22.234 regarding the scenarios for support of 3GPP Interworking with WLAN. 

It is an operator decision as to the level of interworking supported.  This can be broadly grouped as:

-
3GPP based access control and charging. The user shall be able to access general internet services and/or corporate intranets.  (Scenario 2 of TR 22.934 [2])

-
Access to 3GPP PS based services, e.g. IMS. (Scenario 3 of TR 22.934 [2])

-
Access to 3GPP PS based services with service continuity.  The user may or may not notice a disruption in service, depending upon the level of service continuity supported.  This is further defined in TS 22.129 [5]. (Scenarios 4 and 5 of TR 22.934 [2])
The scenarios presented in TS 22.234 and TR 22.934 are considered to be independent and as such a network operator has several choices regarding the provision of 3GPP interworking with WLAN. A CR has been agreed in SA1 to clarify this within TS 22.234 and is attached to this LS for information. 

Based on the reasoning given above it is possible for a network operator to offer only scenario 3(of TR22.934), without supporting scenario 2(of TR22.934) and SA1 recognise that this may be a valid scenario for a network operator to provide 3GPP interworking with WLAN. In this case, the 3GPP I-WLAN access authentication may not be available and authentication of the I-WLAN connection for the I-WLAN PS service connection is necessary. After authentication of the I-WLAN user an authorization for the use of a service (e.g. IMS) on I-WLAN will be performed.

Q1)  Does SA1 require an explicit check for I-WLAN access authorization prior to allowing access to PS services? 
A1)  For the reasons described above both the authentication of a user and the authorization for a certain PS service for that user are to be performed before allowing access to the PS service. Additionally, it is also desirable to determine whether USIM based I-WLAN access authentication has been used or not. Therefore, SA1 does require that it shall be possible for an explicit check for I-WLAN access authorization to be performed before accessing 3GPP PS based services.  

Q2) Is there any requirement to support access authentication methods that are different from those based on the (U)SIM? ?
A2)  No, It is  required  for the user to be authenticated by the 3GPP system (i.e. USIM) in order to access 3GPP PS based services. 

Q3) Is there any requirement to preclude PS service access from other access networks than I-WLAN?

A3) At present access to 3GPP PS based services is only explicitly required from an I-WLAN. However, it is the opinion of SA1 that it would be undesirable to preclude PS service access from other access networks that have appropriate interworking defined by 3GPP. Hence, there is no requirement to preclude access to PS based services from access networks other than I-WLAN.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
 SA1 respectfully requests that SA2 take into account the content of the answers provided above when developing specifications for 3GPP Interworking with WLAN.
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