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Introduction

In the last IMS meeting in Victoria, the different roles currently defined in the TS were lengthily discussed. This contribution proposes changes in the existing terminology and definitions insofar as the definitions in the TS still remain unclear and they are not used in the TS in a consistent way. For example, it is unclear if a Group Member can be the Group administrator (“Group Member can be either Group Moderator or Group User”, “The member role defines whether the member is an administrator, moderator or user”). Moreover, the existing roles model does not cover the entities that will access the contents of the group (e.g. messaging server, presence server, conferencing server…)

The following clauses describe an alternative description of the different roles. If the group accepts this proposal, section 5.1 “Group Management roles” will need to be modified and the requirements in the other sections will need to be aligned with the new terminology (this alignment as well as changes in the requirements are proposed in separate Fujitsu’s contributions).

New proposed Group Management Roles

The four following roles are identified in the context of Group Management:

· Group Administrator: 

The Group Administrator is the one who creates the group and has all possible rights for viewing and managing the group and its properties.

· Group Member:

The group consists of a list of users or groups of users, who are called Group Members.

· Group Moderator

The Group Administrator may assign specific rights (e.g. control the memberships to the group) to a user who becomes hereby a Group Moderator. 

· Group Consumer

The content of the groups is made available to users, service providers, and applications (e.g. Messaging Server, Presence Server), who are called Group Consumers in the context of Group Management.

In the example where the group in the context of chat service (c.f. fig.1 in the TS), the roles are mapped to the following entities:

· Group Administrator:  the initiator of the chat session (e.g. service provider, user)

· Group Members: Bob, Jack, Marc

· Group Moderator: the “Anonymous” who let Bob, Jack and Marc join the chat

· Group Consumer: Chat Server
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In the example where the group is used as message delivery list (c.f. fig.2 in the TS), the roles are mapped to the following entities:

· Group Administrator:  the user, who uses the group as delivery list

· Group Members: Paul, Lena, Lisa

· Group Moderator: the Group Administrator

· Group Consumer: Messaging Server
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Proposed new clause 5.1

5.1
Group management roles

The IMS group management shall provide the ability for users and service providers to create groups that can be utilised in the context of different services.

The following roles are involved in IMS Group Management:

a) Group Administrator: 

The Group Administrator is the one who creates the group and has all possible rights for viewing and managing the group and its properties. Each group shall have an Administrator. The Group Administrator can join the group (as a Group Member) and maintain full administrator rights.

b) Group Moderator;

The Group Administrator may assign specific rights (e.g. control the memberships to the group) to a user who becomes hereby a Group Moderator.

c) Group Member;

The group consists of a list of users or group of users, who are called Group Members. Group Members’ rights are assigned by the Group Administrator or a Group Moderator.

d) Group Consumer

The content of the groups is made available to users (whether they are part of the group or not), service providers, and applications (e.g. Messaging Server, Presence Server), who are called Group Consumers in the context of Group Management. Only Group Consumers authorised by the Group Administrator or a Group Moderator shall be able to review the content of a group. 

