TSG-SA  SWG meetings, WLAN SWG
S1-020779

Sophia Antipolis, 8th  April 2002


Title :
User equipment categories
Source :
Telenor, Ericsson

Document for :       Approval

Introduction

This contribution addresses the issue of user equipment. It is proposed to add the following text in TR 22.934.

5.2 User Equipment Categories

The user equipment for 3WI may be divided into two classes :

1- 3WI equipment that is physically and logically separated in two entities : the entity containing the 3GPP part, and the entity containing the WLAN.

2- 3WI equipment that is physically or logically integrated.

Class 1 equipment may in practice be used by different users and hence geographically separated. The two MTs will each have it’s own identity. Each MT has to support a complete authentication procedure. The affinity of the two MTs is visible primarily to administrative systems, such as the billing system, but possibly also to nodes of the service network.

For class 2 equipment, the authentication via both platforms of the integrated UE should be as simple and as 3GPP alike as possible. The security must be at the level of the 3GPP security.

Even if the two classes of UE may theoretically apply in all of the interworking scenarios (see section above) it appears that the benefits of scenarios 3 to 6 may only be fully exploited using class 2 device.

The migration from class 1 to class 2 equipment opens for some new challenges and possibilities. The consequences and possible benefits of going from two identities to one common identity for both access platforms should be explored. Also the possibility of the network to reliably know which class individual terminals belong to as well as the benefits from the different capabilities of the two terminal classes must be studied.

