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1. Introduction

The work item for IMS messaging was approved in 3GPP TSG SA#15. As the IMS is seen as a platform for variety of services it would be feasible to develop an IMS based messaging solutions to ensure interoperability and smooth messaging evolution from SMS, EMS and MMS towards IMS based messaging. This document discusses the relation of the IMS messaging to other messaging services defined in 3GPP and proposes a scope for the work.

2. Messaging services in 3GPP

3GPP hosts currently number of messaging services/capabilities, which have slightly different characteristics. It is common to all of these services that they have been defined to the networks without IMS. Another commonality is the store and forward type of nature of services built on top of these enablers. 

The IMS messaging work item is suggested to cover only IMS based messaging while guaranteeing reasonable level of interoperation with existing technologies as well as the messaging services in Internet. The fundamental advantages of IMS messaging would be that it will enable single address usage for IMS subscribers, easier rich call service creation as IMS platform is used and full utilization of IMS features (e.g. charging, routing). 

The IMS messaging work should cover the capabilities that are required to built IM, group, store-and-forward type of messagings. The email is proposed to keep outside the scope of IMS messaging, as there exists well-known email protocols that can be easily implemented on IP based networks. Some of the IMS messaging aspects overlap with the existing messaging services but it is proposed to keep them in the scope to guarantee full and rich set of capabilities for IMS evolution.

3. Proposal

It is proposed to discuss the IMS messaging and its scope in 3GPP. Furthermore, it is proposed to keep the scope of the IMS messaging as defined above.
























































































