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CAMEL 4 features as part of UMTS Release 4

Introduction

At the last CAMEL adhoc meeting the release planning of CAMEL Phase 4 was discussed. The conclusion at the meeting was to have no CAMEL Release as part of UMTS Release 4.

On reason for that is the fact that THE major part of CAMEL 4 is CPH and CPH will not be finalised in the time frame of Release 4.

Proposal

Besides CPH the original CAMEL 4 package consists of following additional features:

· Introduction of MT SMS inter-working 

· Inclusion of Mid call event

· Inclusion of flexible tone injection

· Transport of Charging Information to the Home Network

· CAMEL support of OR for mobile-to-mobile calls

Potential further candidates which are currently under discussion are:

· Support of USSD prepaid,

· Invention of Handover detection procedures

Siemens supports the idea of having consistent set of CAMEL features in individual packages. And packages can be finalised in different time frames.

To meet the market requirements and to accelerate the progress even more, smaller packages should be investigated.

It is desirable to get CAMEL features deployed as soon as possible. Siemens would support the splitting of CAMEL 4 into an “earlier” and “later” package. An early CAMEL 4 package could consist of the CAMEL 4 features listed above.

This approach will bring additional value of CAMEL to the market place as soon as possible, i.e. march 2001.

Regarding CPH, it will be delivered in R5, there is no way (according to CN2) to bring it earlier.

However, each package should be characterised by deliverables and time plans.

There are several benefits on such an approach:

· Areas which are ready could be submitted to CN earlier,

· meetings could be arranged individually to dedicated tracks or commonly to harmonise the progress from both tracks,

· parties could contribute to items of their interest at dedicated events,

· content inside each package could be allocated in accordance to demand and time constrains.

Conclusion

Siemens is in favour a CAMEL 4 package for UMTS Release 4 with the features listed above.
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