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This document introduces a proposed work plan for cable related work items within 3GPP release 8. Based upon the following list of goals and principals the work plan is focused on stage 2 and stage 3 work item descriptions. Principals include:

· Service and operational requirements are driven by the business needs of a given industry. These requirements are best determined and controlled by that given industry within an appropriate forum within that industry.

· A single IMS should benefit all interested parties. Aligned solutions are best worked out in 3GPP architecture and protocol working groups.

· There are cases where specific platform, architecture and protocol requirements are driven by the business needs of an industry. The IMS should evolve to accommodate these requirements as well.

These cable related work items are identified based upon the cable requirements documented in PacketCable specifications and discussed at the workshop. Further descriptions of proposed work items for cable requirements in IMS release 8 are provided in accompanying contributions. Although all 3GPP work items need to be reviewed and approved at official 3GPP meetings, such as SA plenary, they are presented here in order to solicit input from workshop participants and to help build consensus toward the inclusion of cable requirements within release 8.

Cable requirements can be organized within topical categories as listed below. The categories help capture the scope of the proposed work items. 

· Configuration and Management Requirements for Cable Clients

· IMS Enhancements for Security Requirements in Support of Cable Deployments

· IMS Architectural and Protocol Enhancements for Cable Networks

Cable operators also have requirements for Voice Call Continuity which go beyond the existing work in 3GPP R7. VCC requirements for R8 include telephony feature consistency regardless of access network, and VCC support for E911. CableLabs believes that currently proposed and existing work items within 3GPP may be able to address cable needs. Therefore, CableLabs intends to contribute within these existing work items.

CableLabs believes that is advisable to forecast an estimated level of effort for release 8 cable related work items such that 3GPP can appropriately for release 8 meetings. As a whole, the entire effort is estimated to be nearly the same in magnitude as the release 7 FBI-PCBL and release 7 GRUU work items combined. It is expected that cable related release 8 work items will require more work in SA3 and less work in CT1 than the release 7 FBI-PCBL and GRUU work items. SA # 36 (June 2006) and CT # 38 (November 2006) are targeted for plenary approval of the updated specifications produced by the cable work items. CableLabs will collaborate with 3GPP delegates within 3GPP working groups to ensure the timely completion of these work items. 

CableLabs is mindful of the ambitious amount of work already considered in 3GPP for release 8 outside of cable network requirements.  Therefore, CableLabs is interested in working with 3GPP in order to properly plan for cable related work items in such a way as to not impact or deter the progress of other release 8 work items for fixed or mobile networks.   

