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The following document is a recommendation from cable operators and CableLabs on a proposed process for incorporating cable requirements into the IMS. 

CableLabs has been pleased to work with 3GPP on behalf of our cable operator members during release 7. We have made much progress on work items such as GRUU and Fixed Broadband Inter-working for PacketCable. We support the 3GPP process and will continue to do so. CableLabs would like to build upon this constructive relationship in order to complete the incorporation of cable requirements into IMS release 8. Because CableLabs started work with 3GPP in the middle of the release 7, not all cable requirements could be considered within scope for release 7. Furthermore, time constraints at meetings prevented certain contributions from being considered in a timely fashion to ensure they were addressed in release 7. As such, we have identified potential areas to improve upon the collaborative process started in release 7. These improvements can be applied to the current release 8 planning efforts within 3GPP.

Cable requirements for the IMS are documented in the PacketCable specifications available on the CableLabs web site. Some of these requirements take the form of IMS delta specifications. CableLabs has the goal of rendering IMS delta specifications obsolete by having all cable requirements addressed by 3GPP IMS release 8. The current set of PacketCable specifications define requirements that represent the direction set by cable operators. As such, CableLabs would like to see these cable specifications provide the scope and input for cable related 3GPP work items that incorporate cable requirements into the 3GPP IMS specifications. This approach will eliminate ambiguity for what is in scope and not in scope for cable related work items within release 8. Work items can reference these specifications as informational material and guidance. With cable specifications as a guide, 3GPP specification work can then start within SA2 and then subsequently to the balance of 3GPP stage 2 and stage 3 working groups. This process will ensure that cable requirements are correctly communicated to stage 2 and stage 3 working groups. Questions on scope or cable requirements driving work items can be addressed immediately within working groups by delegates representing the cable specifications. CableLabs will continue to collaborate within the 3GPP groups tasked with developing IMS specifications. 

It is important that 3GPP architecture and protocol working groups have confidence that the cable requirements are stable and bounded for input into 3GPP work items. As such, 3GPP work items will be written to clearly identify the specific cable requirements included in the work item. An initial set of work items are proposed at this workshop. Future work items can also follow this process. Cable documents used as guidance within 3GPP work items will need to be controlled and released by CableLabs. 

In order to help plan 3GPP meeting schedules such that cable requirements are comprehensively addressed in release 8 without negatively impacting the balance of 3GPP work items, CableLabs will assist 3GPP with estimated meeting times required to address cable requirements in release 8. 
In summary cable operators and CableLabs recommends the following set of working instructions from SA to 3GPP working groups to communicate the process for incorporating cable requirements into release 8.

RECOMMENDED GUIDANCE FOR THE INCORPORATION OF CABLE REQUIREMENTS

1. SA authorizes work items to incorporate cable requirements into stage 2 and stage 3 specifications. The cable related work items will be proposed by CableLabs in collaboration with the respective 3GPP working groups. 

2. Cable service and operational requirements are documented in PacketCable specifications and within 3GPP cable related work item descriptions. 

3. Cable requirements will be incorporated into the IMS stage 2 and 3 specifications using standard 3GPP working procedures.

4. 3GPP stage 2 work items can reference PacketCable specifications to help define the scope of cable requirements for the work item, and to provide guidance. Specific requirements for the work item will be within the work item description to prevent ambiguity of work item scope. 
5. Cable representatives will attend working group meetings to collaborate on IMS solutions in support of cable requirements. 

6. Cable representatives will also be available at working group meetings to answer questions on the scope and requirements contained within a cable related work item. Unresolved working group questions on the scope of an approved work item can be brought forward to SA for resolution in collaboration with CableLabs. 

7. Questions on the meaning of cable requirements should be referred to CableLabs delegates.

8. Principals for working group when incorporating cable requirements include: 

i. Service and operational requirements are driven by the business needs of a given industry. These requirements are best determined and controlled by that given industry within an appropriate forum within that industry.

ii. A single IMS should benefit all interested parties. Aligned solutions are best worked out in 3GPP architecture and protocol working groups.

iii. There are cases where specific platform, architecture and protocol requirements are driven by the business needs of an industry. The IMS should evolve to accommodate these requirements as well. 

