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As specified in TS 23.501 [2], the Access Traffic Steering, Switching and Splitting (ATSSS) feature is an optional feature that may be supported by the UE and the 5GC network.
The ATSSS feature enables a multi-access PDU Connectivity Service, which can exchange PDUs between the UE and a data network by simultaneously using one 3GPP access network and one non-3GPP access network (both connected to 5GC) when both accesses are allowed for the same S-NSSAI. The multi-access PDU Connectivity Service also supports the exchange of PDUs between the UE and a data network by simultaneously using one 3GPP access network in EPC and one non-3GPP access network in 5GC, as described in TS 23.501 [2]. This enables a scenario where a MA PDU Session can simultaneously be associated with user-plane resources on 3GPP access network connected to 5GC or EPC and non-3GPP access connected to 5GC.
The PCF is informed of the ATSSS capabilities of a MA PDU Session by the SMF, as defined in TS 23.501 [2] clause 5.32.2. The ATSSS capabilities are both the Steering Mode and the Steering Functionality.
The PCF control of Access Traffic Steering, Switching and Splitting for a detected service data flow (SDF) is enabled by including Multi-Access PDU (MA PDU) Session Control information in the PCC rule. This allows the PCF to control:
-	The Steering Mode that is used to steer/switch/split the detected SDF. The available Steering Modes are defined in TS 23.501 [2].
-	The Steering Functionality that is used for the detected SDF, e.g. the MPTCP functionality or the ATSSS-LL functionality defined in TS 23.501 [2].
-	Charging information depending on what Access Type is used for a detected SDF.
-	Usage Monitoring information depending on what Access Type is used for a detected SDF.
The rest of the information in the PCC Rule apply to the SDF as such and are not dependent on what Access Type is used for a packet.
The MA PDU Session Control information in the PCC rules is used by the SMF in order to create applicable N4 rules for the UPF and ATSSS rules for the UE, as described in TS 23.501 [2]. The ATSSS rules are sent to UE via NAS when the MA PDU Session is created or updated by the SMF/PCF, as described in TS 23.501 [2] and TS 23.502 [3].
When MA PDU Session Control Information is provided to the SMF within a PCC Rule, the (H-)PCF provides both the Service Data Flow templates to identify a Service Data Flow in the UPF and if the Service Data Flow template includes an application identifier, then the corresponding Application descriptors to identify the application traffic in the UE is also included.
The (H-) PCF may use the OSid stored in the UDR as DataSet "Policy Data" and Data Subset "UE context policy control data" to determine the OSAppId supported by the OSid. The (H-)PCF may also provide multiple Application descriptors to identify application traffic in the UE, this is determined by the (H-)PCF local policies that indicates e.g. the operating system supported by the UE. If no OSid is available in the UDR, the (H-)PCF may use the PEI to determine the OSid supported by the UE.
NOTE 1:	If the (H-)PCF does not take into account the received PEI and/or OSId then the (H-)PCF can send PCC rules containing application traffic descriptors associated to multiple operating systems.
The Traffic Descriptor in the ATSSS rule is generated by the SMF from the SDF template of the PCC rule. If the SDF template contains SDF filters, the SMF uses the UL SDF filters for the generation of the IP descriptors or Non-IP descriptors, respectively. If the SDF template contains an application identifier, the SMF includes the Application descriptors received from the PCF as part of the MA PDU Session information in the PCC Rule within the Traffic Descriptors in the ATSSS rule.
For the Load-Balancing steering mode with fixed split percentages (i.e. without the Autonomous load-balance indicator), the PCF may provide a set of one or more threshold conditions values together with the split percentages for distributing traffic between accesses. For the Priority-based steering mode, the PCF may provide one or more threshold values together with the priority of the accesses. One Tthreshold conditions value for the Round Trip Time (RTT) and/or one threshold value for the Packet Loss Rate (PLR) may be included in the a PCC Rule. The threshold conditions values are not dependent on what Access Type is used for a packet, i.e. a given threshold condition value contains a single threshold value is applicable to both accesses. The threshold conditions values are applied by the UE and UPF as described in TS 23.501 [2].
NOTE 2:	The Round Trip Time (RTT) threshold value can be determined based on the PDB of the 5QI authorized for the SDF, and the Packet Loss Rate (PLR) threshold value can be determined based on the PER of the 5QI authorized for the SDF.
The MA PDU Session Control information in a PCC rule may contain only one of the following Steering Mode Indicators:
-	Autonomous load-balance indicator: This indicator may be included only when the Steering Mode is Load-Balancing and indicates whether autonomous load-balance operation is allowed. Further details are specified in TS 23.501 [2] clause 5.32.8.
-	UE-assistance indicator: It indicates that the UE can decide how to distribute the UL traffic based on its internal state (e.g. battery level), and that the UE can request from UPF to apply the same distribution for the DL traffic. Further details are specified in TS 23.501 [2] clause 5.32.8.
The PCF may also provide URSP rules to the UE for instructing the UE to establish a MA PDU Session, as described in clause 6.6.2.
The PCF control of PDU Session level Usage Monitoring depending on what access type is used to carry the traffic is enabled by providing Usage Monitoring control related information per access in the PDU Session related policy control information (as described in clause 6.4).
If the MA PDU Session is capable of MPTCP and ATSSS-LL with any Steering Mode in the downlink and MPTCP and ATSSS-LL with Active-Standby in the uplink, then the PCF shall provide a PCC Rule for non-MPTCP traffic. This PCC Rule contains a "match all" SDF template, the lowest precedence, the Steering Functionality set to "ATSSS-LL" and the Steering Mode set to "Active-Standby" for the uplink direction, and the Steering Functionality set to "ATSSS-LL" and the Steering Mode set to any supported steering mode for the downlink direction.
If the MA PDU Session is capable of MPTCP with any Steering Mode in the downlink, ATSSS-LL with any steering mode except Smallest Delay steering mode in the downlink, and MPTCP and ATSSS-LL with Active-Standby in the uplink, then the PCF shall provide a PCC Rule for non-MPTCP traffic. This PCC Rule contains a "match all" SDF template, the lowest precedence, the Steering Functionality set to "ATSSS-LL" and the Steering Mode set to "Active-Standby" for the uplink direction, and the Steering Functionality set to "ATSSS-LL" and the Steering Mode set to any supported steering mode except Smallest Delay steering mode for the downlink direction.
If the MA PDU Session is capable of MPTCP and ATSSS-LL with Active-Standby in the uplink and downlink, then the PCF shall provide a PCC Rule for non-MPTCP traffic. This PCC Rule contains a "match all" SDF template, the lowest precedence, the Steering Functionality set to "ATSSS-LL" and the Steering Mode set to "Active-Standby" for the uplink direction and the downlink direction.
If the MA PDU Session is capable of MPTCP and ATSSS-LL with any Steering Mode in the uplink and downlink, then the PCF shall provide a PCC Rule for non-MPTCP traffic. This PCC Rule may contain a "match all" SDF template, the lowest precedence, the Steering Functionality set to "ATSSS-LL" and the Steering Mode set to any supported steering mode for the uplink direction and for the downlink direction.
These PCC Rules are used by the SMF to generate an ATSSS rule for the UE and an N4 rule for the UPF to route the non-MPTCP traffic of the MA PDU Session in the uplink and downlink direction respectively.
NOTE 3:	The PCF can also use the ATSSS capability of the MA PDU Session to provide PCC Rules containing SDF template for some specific non-MPTCP traffic other than the PCC Rule containing a "match all" SDF template. This allows the operator to apply different policies e.g. charging key to non-MPTCP traffic other than the non-MPCTP traffic matching the "match all" PCC Rule.
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