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Abstract of the contribution: This paper discusses the option to approve specific work tasks of the SIDs as a way forward.
1. Introduction                                                                                      
Due to a variety of reasons, SA2#158 in Gothenburg could not reach consensus and agree any of the seven study item proposals that SA#100 suggested in [2]. The sourcing companies would like to offer a proposal how to move the approval process forward.
2. Discussion
The available time that SA2 can allocate for Rel-19 studies are very limited as shown in the SA2 TU planning [1] and discussed in SP-230722 submitted to the last SA plenary, SA#100. [1] includes a detailed estimate of the number of available Time Units (TU) for Rel-19 studies and content discussions in each meeting including the October and November meetings: 
9 TUs in October SA2#159
9 TUs in November SA2#160 
It should be noted that ONE SA2 plenary session with no parallel sessions in the breakout rooms counts as three TUs. As discussions on the Rel-19 planning, Work Item (WI) descriptions and agreements require SA2 plenary session, the actual available time in Q4 depends how many plenary sessions needed to debate and agree the WIs that that should be submitted to SA#102 for approval. In SA2#158 three plenary sessions were scheduled, using 6TU + 3TU from the buffer.
SA2#159 and SA2#160 have 9 TUs for Rel-19 work. Some of these TUs will be needed to discuss the remaining WI proposals for approval in December, and the remaining TUs can be used for the agreed WIs in the first package. 
Assuming two plenary sessions (3 TUs each) are needed for both SA2#159 and SA2#160, then only 3 TUs remain (9-6=3) to be used for the approved Rel-19 studies. 
Observation: Based on the TU estimation provided by SA2 in [1] and the above analysis it can be observed that very limited time can be allocated to Rel-19 studies in Q4.
The discussions on approving the "full WID proposals" in SA2#158 were very difficult as mentioned. If we only look at the TU estimation the following can the observed: 
Observation: The TU estimations done in SA2#158 had disagreements. Some companies believed too much time was estimated and others believed that too little time was estimated.
Observation: The TU estimations in the WIDs is between 13-24 TUs per WI.
Observation: The total sum of the TU estimation of the seven WIs is 109 TUs. Almost double of the suggested 67 TU by the SA2 chairman.
Observation: Significant scope reduction or limit the number of Rel-19 WI that can be approved in SA#101 is needed to reach WI description that can be approved.
Considering that the time that will become available in SA#101 is less than SA2#158, we consider that we focus on what is important to get out of SA#101 meeting.
It is critical that Rel-19 studies start in Q4-23. The time in SA2 is very limited, the seven studies are of high importance for companies and these studies will be included in Rel-19 in some form or another. Furthermore, it is also clear that any agreed/approved WI may need to be revisited in December due to alignment with RAN. Our proposal is formulated based on this. 
Proposal: Instead of trying to approve WIs with full scope and TU estimation, we suggest that SA discuss and approve individual Work Tasks (WT) from the seven study proposals only aiming to fulfil the available TUs in SA2#159 and SA2#160 i.e. 3+3 TUs .
Proposal: Any WID in which the selected individual WTs exist, must clearly define that it is approved together with a disclaimer that the WID may/will be updated after December SA#102 meeting.
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Proposal: As agreed in [2], the final decision on the complete set of WIDs for Rel-19 (and the work tasks and TU budget of each WI) will be taken in SA#102. Hence, the scope and TU estimation for any agreed WI will be revisited in December when aligning the Rel-19 scope e.g. taking into account final agreements in RAN etc.
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