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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution provides some facts on Rel-18 progress in SA2 and proposes to move stage 2 freeze for Rel-18 to June 2023.

Discussion
As we are approaching Rel-18 stage 2 freeze date (currently set to March 2023), it is useful to check the progress in stage 2 groups, i.e. SA2 and SA6. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120809562]From SA6 perspective, some discussion took place in SA6#52 (see S6-223634). There was no agreement in SA6 whether an extension of Rel-18 stage 2 is needed, but it is our understanding that if a Rel-18 extension is agreed then SA6 could benefit from it.
SA2 had some discussion on Rel-18 status in Q4 2022 and deferred conclusion to SA#98. We provide here some facts on Rel-18 progress in SA2 for SA#98 to make an educated decision on Rel-18 stage 2 freeze.

Rel-18 studies have started in SA2 in Q1 2022, after Rel-18 package was approved in SA#94 in December 2021. Status for these Rel-18 items in SA2, after SA2#154, is as follows:
· Out of the 27 Rel-18 studies, 16 studies are complete. 11 studies are not completed yet, with a completion rate for these varying from 85% to 98%.
· 11 normative work items have not started yet, and 3 work items are below 10% completion. Only 1 work item is complete for Rel-18.
In addition, SA#97 approved 8 additional work items for SA2, with 7 TEI18 work items and eNSAC work item. 2 of these TEI18 work items were scheduled in Q4 2022 and are now complete. The remaining 5 TEI18 items and eNSAC are planned to be scheduled in Q1 2023.
TUs have been allocated to each Rel-18 item as a result of a challenging Rel-18 prioritization in SA#94. It should be noted that some TUs initially planned for normative work have already been consumed for study part for 17 out of 27 studies (for a total of around 10 TUs), which means that normative work will be a challenge to complete by stage 2 freeze for these items, at least, without allotting further TUs for normative phase. 
There are also items with open issues from study which will be resolved in normative phase (for almost half of the completed studies), which means that normative work will need more time to complete also for these aspects. There are also some items with dependencies on other WGs such as RAN WGs.

SA2 will have two meetings in Q1 2023 (i.e. before stage 2 freeze):
· SA2 #154-AH-E (16 – 20 Jan, 2023) – Electronic ad hoc meeting
· SA2 #155 (20 – 24 Feb, 2023) – F2F ordinary meeting in Athens, GR
In addition to Rel-18 work, these meetings will also address to some extent some maintenance work for frozen releases, including cross WG related issues via incoming LSs.
Also, with February meeting being F2F, not all Rel-18 items can be scheduled. Any plan to schedule 20+ items, plus TEI18 items and maintenance work does not seem realistic, also because it will create serious conflict for companies and delegates. Assuming therefore that some items will not be on agenda at the February F2F meeting, we need to recognize that normative work items which will not have agenda time in February will then not be able to complete by March 2023. 
Lastly, the freeze of stage 2 will require some discussion in SA2 meeting on the completion level of the different items, and some discussion on exception requests contents, which will need to be planned as well for SA2 meeting before stage 2 freeze. Based on current status for Rel-18 items, we anticipate a significant number of exception requests if stage 2 freeze is kept to March 2023. 
Keeping stage 2 freeze date to March 2023 will mean that many Rel-18 items will not be complete, and it will be a huge effort needed in SA2#155 to compile a long list of exception requests, also taking some time from real technical work.
As we approve the SA2 WIDs for Rel-18 at this meeting, the supporting companies propose that completion dates for SA2 work are realistic and do not build-in the need to request for exceptions. Indicating credible completion dates will also allow proper workflow coordination with CT groups, with usual 9 months gap between completion of stage 2 and completion of stage 3, and a proper use of the exceptions' mechanism. 
Moving Rel-18 Stage 2 freeze to June 2023 will allow SA2 to be in a better position to complete stage 2 work, with a proper scheduling of the 33 items (27 remaining items from SA#94 approved package, 5 TEI18 and eNSAC) over Q1 and Q2 2023, and should allow higher quality for the Rel-18 specifications.

Proposal
Based on the facts and views expressed above, the following is proposed:
· Move Rel-18 stage 2 freeze date to June 2023 and approve Rel-18 SA2 WIDs with a completion date set to June 2023 for those items that are already known to be completed in Q2 2023.
· Stage 3 freeze date for CT to be aligned to allow the usual 9 months gap between stage 2 completion and stage 3 completion, i.e., Stage 3 freeze for CT to be set to March 2024. 
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