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Abstract:

This paper proposes to keep current R18 timeline based on observations as well as to provide R19 plan in 2023. The discussion of R18 timeline tightly related with R19 planning, therefore, this paper covers both AI#7.3 and #7.4.
1   Observations

Observation 1: Overall progress looks ok. The timing of the R18 transition from Stage 2 and 3, as well as the R19 transition from Stage 1 to Stage 2 seems good so far.  

Stage 2 R18:  Good progress in SA2#154 achieved, although not all topics are on the agenda. The F2F meeting is much more efficient than e-meeting. It is a timely meeting for concluding of R18 study of SA2. 
For the 28 SIDs: 16/28=100%, 7/28>95%, 5/28>85%
Stage 3 R18: CT already approved 57 R18 new WIDs (CT1: 17, CT3: 21, CT4:18, CT6: 1) and the WGs will start stage 3 work in Q1 2023. Leave 9 month to stage 3 for completion of subsequent stage 2 work.

Stage 1 R19: SA1 target 80% completion of normative work in May, and 100% completion in August 2023 (S1-223009). 

Initial stage 2 discussion of R19 can start from Q2, e.g., May of 2023.

Observation 2: For R19, load control is needed. Real deployment feedback and versatile requirement shall be considered as important factors.
SA spent a lot of effort on prioritization of SA2 in R17 and R18, consuming the time to be used for coordination among WGs and TSGs, as well as supervise the quality of specs of SA WGs. 
We think SA1 budget control on R19 is a good practice. This seems a good practice and perhaps be considered by SA WGs meet with overload situations, such as SA2, SA3, SA5.
Even we do the load control, we 3GPP shall consider the most important facets that comes from our industry and as well as those new driving forces: 

1) Market feedback/requirement from the production network of real 5G deployment. 5G deployment mainly based on R15 and few feature of R16. The 5G commercial scale increase fast.
2) Meet the expectation of versatile requirement from new segment. With much extended 5G application scenarios, especially in the manufacturing industry. As well as the convergence of 5G with fixed access and satellite access. 
2   Proposals

Proposal 1: Drop out not concluded open issues of all SIs, except those depends on other WGs where they are still progressing. Dedicate WIs/CRs in 2023 Q1.

Those open issues can do alignment (i.e., in Q2 2023) with other groups, i.e., SA3, SA6 or RAN. 

· FS_Ranging_SL  RAN impacts and dependencies:
Terminologies

RAN impacts or dependencies identified for Key Issue #1, #2, #3, #4, #5 and #8 and their corresponding solutions

SA3 dependencies: Privacy protection and other security aspects identified in Solution #6, #9, #11, #13, #17, #18, #19, #20, #21, #24, #25, #31, #33 and #34
Proposal 2: Whether R18 need to be extend or not, wait for RAN R18 planning and synchronize if needed.
The 3GPP delivers R15, R16, R17 to industry in 2-year cycle. (June, of 2018, 2020, and 2022). 

Extended works of SA stage 2 request exception sheet. This may be changed if RAN decided to extend R18 timeline.
The proposals from RAN Chairs (RP-222730) sends quite clear message to the groups to keep current R18 time plan. There is no overwhelming driving force to delay the stage 2 timeline. The delay of the timeline will propagate to SA WGs, CT WGs on R18 and R19.
Proposal 3: SA Provide guidance to in SA#100 on the R19 loads to WGs.
The working group leadership provides estimation of the capacities, i.e., some metrics such as TUs, and total number of SIDs, TEIs, etc.

It is suggested to not only SA2 but also to other WGs such as SA3, SA5 (Possibly SA6 also) consider R19 capacity estimation and load control. 

Approve the SID in SA#101(September), do the prioritization if only the total numbers of WG SID approved proposal exceeds the capacity guidance.
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