
Rel-18/ Rel-19 Planning

1

MediaTek Inc. 

3GPP TSG SA#98e SP-221215
Electronic, 13-19 December 2022 Agenda Item  7.3



2

• Existing Rel-18 Timeline

– SA2 needs to rely on exception sheets to handle work 
items not completed by MAR 2023. 

– Exception sheets is an effective gating mechansim.

– However, based on the number of work items, the 
workload to address such exception sheets could be 
significant in SA2 Q1 

– A revised time plan may be more pragmatic. 

However, this must be subject to some ground rules to 
prevent any scope expansion usually resulting from 
delaying the completion date.

Rel-18 Schedule

Stage 2 TSG#99  (Mar 2023)

Stage 3 PHY TSG#101 (Sep 2023)

Stage 3 Other TSG#102 (Dec 2023)

ASN.1, Protocols, APIs TSG#103 (Mar 2024)

[1/3]Rel-18 Current Status
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• RAN timeline shall remain unchanged.

• Rel-18 overall completion shall remain unchanged.

• Extend Stage 2 Freeze date by one quarter

– Both Stage 2 and Stage 3 (SA/CT) shift

- Protocol freeze remains unchanged

• Ground rules shall be enforced

– No expansion of scope for any* SA2 WI after SA#98e

- *Exception: WI scope adjustment resulting from SA2 SI in Q1

– All SA2<>RAN known dependencies shall be completed by SA#99.

– Status of each SA2 WI shall be checked at SA#99 and at SA#100.

- SA2 WI SR shall document all open issues incl. controversial issues.

– Outstanding issues not completed by SA#100/June 2023 to be left 
out of the Rel-18.

– No Rel-19 discussion shall take place in SA2 in H1 2023.

Rel-18 Current Proposal

Stage 2 TSG#99 (Mar 2023) TSG#100 (Jun 2023) 
with ground rules

Stage 3 PHY TSG#101 (Sep 2023) TSG#101 (Sep 2023)

Stage 3 RAN TSG#102 (Dec 2023) TSG#102 (Dec 2023)

Stage 3 SA/CT TSG#102 (Dec 2023) TSG#103 (Mar 2024)

RAN ASN.1
CT Prot.,APIs

TSG#103 (Mar 2024) TSG#103 (Mar 2024)

[2/3]Rel-18 Possible Alternative Timeline
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• No SA WG (>1) discussion in H1 2023

• Cross SA/RAN alignment from the outset

• Rel-18 maintenance also to start in H2 2023, requiring 
significant effort based on the number of WIs.

• NOTE: 

– Early items (max [5] or less items) may be considered in Q4 2023 
(i.e. subject to SA#101/Sep 2023 Approval), depending on the 
workload due to Rel-18 maintenance. Only F2F meeting set-up (i.e.
limitations imposed by F2F meeting set-up) shall be assumed when 
considering whether or not these items could be accommodated.

Rel-19 Planning

Rel-19 Process improvements SA#99 (Mar 2023)

Rel-19 Schedule TSG#99 / TSG#100 (Jun 2023)

Rel-19 RAN Workshop
Rel-19 SA Workshop
• Guidance to SA WG
• Cross TSG alignment

Q2 2023 (May or June)

Rel-19 SA2 planning (SI/WI drafting) Q3-Q4 2023

Rel-19 RAN Package Approval TSG#102 (Dec 2023)

Rel-19 SA Package Approval TSG#102 (Dec 2023)

[3/3]Impact on Rel-19 Planning



Thank You!
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