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FIRST CHANGE
[bookmark: _Toc438138733][bookmark: _Toc438138757]2	Definitions and abbreviations
For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and those in 3GPP TR 21.905 apply.
building block: sub-division of a feature, representing a coherent set of technical functionality which would generally be expected to reside in a single system element.
change control:	procedure whereby proposed modifications to a specification are presented for approval to the TSG as formal Change Requests.
closed: specification status in which no changes of any kind to the specification are permitted.
Change Request (CR): formal proposal presented on a standard form to modify a specification which is under change control.
draft: specification status prior to change control, in which changes may be made without formal Change Requests.
early implementation: implementation of a particular feature on a platform of a release earlier than the release that contains the feature.
feature: new or substantially enhanced functionality which represents added value to the existing system.
frozen: specification status in which only essential corrections are permitted.
functionality: normative specification text contained in one or more Technical Specifications, corresponding either to a feature or to some portion of a feature. 
Group: TSG or TSG Sub-Group.
major version: For version x.y.z of a specification, x is called the major version.
Example:	For version 3.2.0 of a specification, the major version is 3.
specification: generic term standing for Technical Specification and Technical Report.
Study Item: type of Work Item which will conduct feasibility studies and will result in a Technical Report
TSG: Technical Specification Group.
TSG change control: specification status in which the Technical Specification Group is responsible for approval of Change Requests.
TSG Sub-Group: Working Group or subgroup of a Working Group or of a Sub-Group.
Working Group (WG): official subgroup of a TSG reporting to that TSG.
WG Change Control: specification status in which the Working Group is responsible for agreeing Change Requests for submission to the TSG for approval.
version: unique identifier in the form x.y.z for a specification at a given point in time.
Example:	version 3.12.3.
withdrawn: specification status in which the given version of the specification no longer belongs to the appropriate set of valid specifications.
Work Item (WI): description of an enhancement to a technical area, which may be categorized as Study Item, Feature, Building Block or Work Task.
Work Item description (WID): description of a Work Item in a standard Work Item Description sheet.
work task: sub-division of a building block, representing a self-contained, well-scoped and well-scheduled item of work.
SECOND CHANGE
4.9	"Withdrawing" of specifications
A TSG may decide to withdraw a specification which is obsolete if its remaining available would confuse implementors (for example, if it contained provisions which were contradictory to provisions of other, later, specifications).
Before withdrawing a specification, the TSG shall ensure that no references are made to it from any other 3GPP specification (and raise appropriate Change Requests to eliminate any such references discovered).
A TSG shall use the Procedure for withdrawal of specifications and functionality (see clause 4.y) to withdraw specifications and functionality.
THIRD CHANGE
4.x	"Withdrawing" of functionality
A TSG may decide to withdraw functionality which is obsolete.
Before withdrawing functionality, the TSG shall:
- 	raise appropriate Change Requests to eliminate any references made to this functionality from any other 3GPP specifications; and
- 	move text within specifications which were created for the functionality, that is applicable to other functionality as well, to other appropriate specifications.
4.y	Procedure for withdrawal of specifications and functionality
4.y.1	General
Withdrawal of a specification results in the specification status of a given version or versions being set to 'withdrawn.' The TSG shall determine whether to withdraw a specification in a single (e.g. latest) version, or all versions in a Release, or all versions in all releases (i.e. a complete withdrawal.)  
Withdrawal of functionality results in the removal of all text in all specifications that contain provisions relating to the functionality. 
4.y.2	Diligent assessment
The impact of withdrawal of a specification or functionality shall be assessed before a decision is taken. 
The decision whether to withdraw (a) specification(s) or whether to remove functionality from within specifications shall only be taken once thorough consideration has been given to the implications and applicability of the action.
To aid in diligent assessment and to identify the impact of the proposed change, the withdrawal of a specification or functionality shall be specifically identified as one of the objectives of a work item that also identifies the specifications to be withdrawn and those to be modified as a result of the withdrawal. This identification may be documented in a work item that defines new functionality that will obsolete the specification or functionality or documented in a work item that is solely for the purpose of withdrawal. TEI and other similar general purpose enhancement work items are not appropriate to be used for the withdrawal of a specification or functionality. A study item may contain as one of the objectives consideration of whether or how to withdraw functionality or specifications, prior to proposal of a work item. 
The assessment may extend beyond 3GPP TSGs and working groups. It may be deemed appropriate to post a public notice of an assessment of the impacts of withdrawing a specification or functionality. A notice should be placed on the 3GPP site to solicit comments from other concerned parties that clearly indicates which specifications and functionality are considered for withdrawal, including which versions of the specification would be affected, the date at which a decision will be taken and the responsible TSG to which third parties may send related Liaison Statements or other correspondence.
4.y.3	Changes to affected specifications
Changes, once agreed, shall be carried out by means of CRs to Technical Specifications (and Technical Reports, if appropriate) which are under TSG change control, in the usual manner. The TSG shall explicitly approve the withdrawal of any TS (or TR) in its entirety, or a single Release or single version thereof. 
4.y.4	Considerations for ongoing maintenance, enhancement and new Release versions of specifications 
When a specific version or all versions in a specific Release of a specification occurs in response to the withdrawal of obsolete functionality as described above, such withdrawal prevents the creation of further versions of the specification in the same Release and prevents the promotion of the specification to a subsequent Release. It does not prevent evolution of the specification in previous Releases unaffected by the withdrawal.
Maintenance and enhancement of the withdrawn functionality or specification, insofar as it is undertaken, is performed in CRs to versions of specifications prior to those affected by the action of withdrawing the functionality or specification. A Category B or C CR that adds to or modifies a specification or functionality that has been withdrawn in a subsequent version shall clearly state this on the CR cover sheet in the Summary of change.
NOTE:	Enhancement of specifications or functionality that has been withdrawn in a subsequent release involves specific consideration of the implications. Mirror CRs for subsequent Releases (in which the specification or functionality has been withdrawn) shall not be produced. 
END OF CHANGES

