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Abstract of the contribution:

 “Next Generation Architecture” work must be coordinated between RAN and SA, and their Working Groups. 
Introduction
In order to avoid unclear division of responsibility and poor internal coordination of Next Generation Architecture work, it is desirable that RAN and SA identify a common set of objectives and division of responsibilities. What is the best form and timing for joint RAN-SA activity to achieve these goals?
Project Aspects

The Next Generation work will achieve an IMT-2020 submission by Dec. 2019. It has been agreed to split the work into 3 releases. Rel-14 will focus on a study of Next Generation Radio and Network Architecture. 

Decisions

(1) What are the main goals / objectives of the Next Generation Architecture?
(2) What scenarios will we address?

(3) Timing for work: what scenarios & architecture need to be developed when (by which release?)
(4) How will responsibilities be divided between RAN2 / RAN3 / SA2?

Schedule
Rel-14 is proposed to freeze by Jun. 2017. To launch work items for Rel-15 on Next Generation Architecture, SA and RAN studies must be mature enough by the end of 2016 to scope the work across TSGs. RAN working groups will start study on Next Generation RAN and its Architecture after March 2016. Various opportunities exist for joint meetings and / or a workshop in the second half of 2016. Either WGs could meet jointly first and plenary jointly after, or a single workshop could be convened (e.g. near TSG#73 or TSG#74 with both WG and plenary participants.) A joint WG meeting should not coincide with scheduled WG meetings. Additional travel for WG delegates should be avoided.
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Discussion

Before deciding between different goals and objectives, there is still much study to be done. This activity will occur in the working groups, mainly in RAN2, RAN3 and SA2. Some activity is best handled by WGs (identifying technical options, feasibility, interfaces, partitioning of responsibility, technical objectives, ways to work.) Some activities are better handled by TSGs (adjusting WIDs, prioritization, timelines.)
Proposals
(I) SA and RAN WGs will jointly identify feasible objectives and approaches to achieve them.
(II) SA and RAN will jointly identify a set of supported scenarios, goals and responsibilities for the Next Generation Architecture by December 2016 at the latest.

(III) Decide: (a) WGs meet  (AUG [NOV?]) and advise RAN & SA who jointly decide (SEP [DEC?]). Or (b) a workshop near TSG#73 [TSG#74?] is added to the calendar. 
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