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During the SA2#109 meeting, May 25-29, 2015, Fukuoka, a number of companies (the “supporting companies”) introduced a set of change requests (e.g. CR 1362 in TD S2-151622) under the Work Item Code TEI13 for the group’s deliberation and endorsement. 

The purpose of the CRs was to address a set of problems in the ePDG selection mechanisms identified by network operators deploying S2b based VoWiFi solutions. 
As an example, the currently specified ePDG selection mechanism (TS 23.402) doesn’t support geographically distributed ePDG deployments, with no ability to route voice media through an ePDG geographically/topologically closest to the UE. This limitation results in an increased mouth-to-ear speech path delay, with negative impact on the user’s QoE with the VoWiFi calling. Another aspect of the problem is in the fact that a non optimal selection of ePDG leads to a non optimal selection of PGW for IMS services, which in turn may negatively affect the user’s perception of the VoLTE service quality after a handover from the WiFi to a 3GPP access.
Therefore, the supporting companies see an urgent need to revisit the ePDG selection mechanisms, including specification of a location based ePDG selection capability, as well as resolving other deficiencies causing lack of flexibility in practical deployments with consideration of various roaming scenarios and specific regulatory (LI) requirements. 

As an example, the solution proposed in the CR 1362 was considered favourably by the group and was ready for approval, pending some technical clarifications. The CR was, however, blocked on the basis of a SA#67 guidance preventing introduction of new Cat B/C CRs in the remaining Release13 timeframe.

Motivation to revisit the ePDG selection also comes from the recent LS exchanges with the GSMA (the most recent GSMA LS could be found at http://www.3gpp.org/Liaisons/Incoming_LSs/S2-meeting.htm ) seeking to clarify the ePDG selection mechanisms and ensure the operators’ requirements are properly addressed.

Based on the above, the supporting companies kindly ask the SA Plenary to grant an exception that would enable SA2 to discuss and revisit the ePDG selection solution and grant adequate time (e.g. 1 timeslot) in the next SA2 meeting (SA2#110) agenda.  
This will provide a highly desirable opportunity for the supporting companies and other interested in the problem to contribute to finding a solution to the identified problems in the Release 13 timeframe.
As this exception refers only to a particular TEI13 aspect rather than an entire work item, an abbreviated exception form is submitted as SP-150282.
