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ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2) expresses our thanks to 3GPP TSG SA and 3GPP2 TSG-X for your cooperation so far on global harmonization of MIs and SCs for civic alerting through cell broadcastings. Actually, it is very important whether or not a customer can receive alerting messages while roaming in a foreign country.

One of the SG2 members checked the availability of cell broadcasting function for civic alerting while roaming, as shown in the annex. 

The summary of the checking is as follows:

Each 3GPP2 cell phone of US and Japan can potentially receive a civil alert message such as tsunami, earthquake and hurricane alert message when they roam to a distant country. But, their implementations related with man-machine interfaces such as display are different from each other, and they cannot actually receive a civil alert message.

In order to solve the availability while roaming, we would like to survey the current situation on 3GPP/3GPP2 mobile terminals in cooperation with you, and to jointly study its solution with you.
We look forward to receiving your comments to this availability while roaming.
ANNEX
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1. Introduction

According to the report of chapter 3.14 in TD 158 Rev.2 (WP 1/2) of SG2 meeting June 2011, we have checked whether KDDI's Japanese 3GPP2 cell phone can receive civic alert message through cell broadcast/SMS in USA and whether US's 3GPP2 cell phone can receive Japanese earthquake warning message in Japan. The last paragraph of 3.14 describes bellow.
"Experiences on how MIs and SCs will impact the functions provided by the alerting systems are invited, e.g., if a subscriber roams to a foreign country, how could he/she receive alerting messages.
This document describes the checking result on KDDI’s 3GPP2 cell phone terminals and the need for further study to secure the availability of cell broadcasting function at roaming.

2. Checking Result

In July 2011, we sent the checking result by KDDI to “Cell Broadcasting Correspondence Group “ as shown in ANNEX. 
The summary is as follows.
Each 3GPP2 cell phone of US and Japan can potentially receive a civil alert message such as Tsunami, earthquake and Hurricane alert message when they roam to a distant country. But, their implementations related with man-machine interfaces such as display are different from each other, and they can not actually receive a civil alert message.
3. Discussion

According to the result above, we have recognized the need for further survey and study to secure the availability of cell broadcasting function at roaming. In order to grasp the current situation, it is important for us to check the existing mobile terminals in not only Japan but also other countries.
In the United State, in November 2011, it was announced that one of US mobile carries to become the first US carrier to offer Wireless Emergency Alerts. So, it may or will be possible to check the availability for the related cell phone terminals at roaming．(http://community.sprint.com/baw/message/383609#383609)

In Europe, it is also said that European Public Warning System (EU-ALERT) has been developed and the Netherland has already launched NL-ALERT services.

So, now is a good time to check the existing availability of cell broadcasting function of 3GPP/3GPP2 terminals at roaming.

4. Proposal

We have recognized the need for further study on the availability for cell broadcasting at roaming.
Firstly, we would like to ask US and European members to check the availability of cell broadcasting function at roaming of 3GPP/3GPP2 terminals.

Secondly, we would like to propose to jointly study with 3GPP/3GPP2 to secure an availability of cell broadcasting function at roaming.

ANNEX 1

To: t09sg2cb@lists.itu.int

Subject: [tss-ss:01224] KDDI's Cell Phone under USA Cell Broadcast

From: Kojima Masao 小島 <ms-kojima@kddi.com>

Date: Tue, 19 Jul 2011 12:05:35 +0900

Dear Member　of Cell Broadcasting Correspondence Group　in ITU-T SG2

According to the report of chapter 3.14 in TD 158 Rev.2 (WP 1/2) of SG2 meeting June 2011, we have checked whether KDDI's Japanese 3GPP2 cell phone can receive civic alert message through cell broadcast/SMS in USA and whether US's 3GPP2 cell phone can receive Japanese earthquake warning message in Japan. The last paragraph of 3.14 describes bellow.

"Experiences on how MIs and SCs will impact the functions provided by the alerting systems are invited, e.g., if a subscriber roams to a foreign country, how could he/she receive alerting messages."

The results of our current check are shown bellow.

1) KDDI's 3GPP2 cell phone follows the specification of Cell Broadcast on 3GPP2 and TIA.

2) However, KDDI's phone can not display a civic alert message through cell broadcast/SMS in USA. The translation from the format of cell broadcast/SMS to the display format of the cell phone has been originally developed and implemented by KDDI．

3) Additionally, a language indicator is fixed as Japanese. KDDI defines "Service category=1 " as "an urgent message of Earthquake". In 3GPP2 specification, "Service category=1" is defined as just "Emergency Broadcast".

4) Also, US 3GPP2 cell phone can not display an earthquake alert message from KDDI's cell base station. In addition, an original alert message in Japanese is transferred to KDDI, and KDDI does not translate it from Japanese to English.

5) In summary, each 3GPP2 cell phone of US and Japan can potentially receive an civil alert message such as Tsunami, earthquake and Hurricane alert message when they roam to a distant country. But, their implementations related with man-machine interfaces such as display are different from each other and they can not actually receive an civil alert message.

Masao Kojima

KDDI

Japan
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