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4
IP multimedia subsystem concepts
4.0
General

The IP Multimedia CN subsystem comprises all CN elements for provision of multimedia services. This includes the collection of signalling and bearer related network elements as defined in TS 23.002 [1]. IP multimedia services are based on an IETF defined session control capability which, along with multimedia bearers, utilises the IP-Connectivity Access Network (this may include an equivalent set of services to the relevant subset of CS Services).

In order to achieve access independence and to maintain a smooth interoperation with wireline terminals across the Internet, the IP multimedia subsystem attempts to be conformant to IETF "Internet standards". Therefore, the interfaces specified conform as far as possible to IETF "Internet standards" for the cases where an IETF protocol has been selected, e.g. SIP.

The IP multimedia core network (IM CN) subsystem enables PLMN operators to offer their subscribers multimedia services based on and built upon Internet applications, services and protocols. There is no intention here to standardise such services within the IM CN subsystem, the intention is that such services will be developed by PLMN operators and other third party suppliers including those in the Internet space using the mechanisms provided by the Internet and the IM CN subsystem. The IM CN subsystem should enable the convergence of, and access to, voice, video, messaging, data and web-based technologies for the wireless user, and combine the growth of the Internet with the growth in telecommunications.

The complete solution for the support of IP multimedia applications consists of terminals, IP-Connectivity Access Networks (IP-CAN), and the specific functional elements of the IM CN subsystem described in this technical specification. An example of IP-Connectivity Access Network is the GPRS core network with GERAN and/or UTRAN radio access networks.

Figure 4.0 below represents the IMS reference architecture including interfaces towards legacy networks and other IP based multimedia systems. Details of the roles of these nodes are described in clauses 4.6, 4.7 and 4.7a.

NOTE 1:
Some entities defined as part of the IMS Subsystem may also be used by other subsystems.
NOTE 2:
The Ici and Izi reference points are only applicable for IP Multimedia Networks that are IMS subsystems. 



Figure 4.0: Reference Architecture of the IP Multimedia Core Network Subsystem

A description of the functional entities can be found in TS 23.002 [1].
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