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1. Overall Description:

SA1 has been advised that the Turkish regulator has expressed concern that some Turkish characters are not contained within the 7 bit GSM default Alphabet defined in 3GPP TS 23.038. Consequently, Turkish subscribers have been obliged to use UCS-2 coding which limits the number of characters in a single short message unit to 70 rather than 160. 

In past years, several other disadvantaged countries have approached 3GPP with a similar request and on each occasion they were advised to use UCS-2 and adjust their SMS tariff.

SA1 is of the opinion that it is only a matter of time before a similar request arises from another country either from a new one or one who has earlier raised. Therefore on this basis, SA1 has now concluded that a more satisfactory technical solution is required.

SA1 has now listed requirements as follows.

1. The solution shall be generic and future proof allowing for support of additional country specific alphabets.

2. The solution shall not favour or disadvantage any one country.

3. The solution shall enable message lengths as close to 160 as is practically achievable.

4. The solution shall ensure that legacy mobiles do not malfunction and behave in a coherent manner.

5. The solution should as far as possible ensure that a message received with new encoding on a legacy mobile is legible.

6. The solution shall ensure that the existing extension mechanism and its corresponding table designed for characters of international significance is maintained.

Due to the urgency of this matter CT1 is asked to base detailed technical work on the requirements listed in this LS as there is no suitable requirement specification where to include these. 

2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION: 
SA1 asks CT1 to define a technical solution to provide disadvantaged countries with a more efficient coding mechanism in line with the requirements listed above.


A solution to this problem is required in the shortest possible practical time frame within the REL-8 time period.
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