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From time to time, it is appropriate to re-examine fundamental but sometimes neglected aspects of 3GPP's supporting intrastructure.  On examining the last few year's 3GPP standardization work, it is clear that there is sometimes a lack of rigour in the use of terminology.  The same term is used for slightly different concepts in different Working Groups, and even in different specs produced by a single Working Group; and likewise, different terms are used for the same concept.
Only rigorous control by rapporteurs – guided by the project managers of the Support Team – can avoid this confusing state of affairs.  Nevertheless, some more order can be brought to bear by systematically referencing the 3GPP Technical Report which contains the global definition of many terms and abbreviations used throughout the 3GPP specs: 21.905.
TSG SA is asked to approve the revised version of the TS and TR templates which accompany the present document.   The templates would then be used for all new TSs and TRs; there is no compulsion to introduce the reference to existing TSs and TRs, though WGs are encouraged to see whether this might be possible, on a case by case basis, for Release 7 specs.
(The templates were reviewed by TSGs CT and RAN last week, and several suggested improvements have been made, and are reflected with the revised templates which accompany the present document.)

