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Figure 5.2.2.4-1: Test model for NR/5GC MAC testing

The UE is configured in Test Loop Mode A, to loop back the User Plane data above PDCP layer. On UE side Ciphering is enabled (since Mandatory) but with dummy ciphering algorithm, which is equivalent to not using ciphering. ROHC is not configured on UE Side.

On the SS Side the NR MAC test model expects no split bearers to be configured.

On the SS NR, Layer 1 is configured in the normal way. NR MAC is configured in a special mode, where it does not add any MAC headers in DL and /or not remove any MAC headers in UL directions respectively at DRB port. In this case, the TTCN shall provide the final MAC PDU, including padding. Except for this, the NR MAC layer shall perform all its other functions. SRBs are configured as in Layer 3 test model in normal operation.

On DRBs the NR RLC is configured in transparent mode. Hence with this configuration PDUs out of SS RLC are same as the SDUs in it. There is no NR PDCP and SDAP configured on SS Side. The ports are directly above NR RLC.

There are two different test modes in which NR MAC header addition/removal can be configured:

1.
DL/UL header-transparent mode: no header addition in DL and no header removal in UL.

2.
DL only header-transparent mode: no header addition in DL; UL NR MAC is configured in normal mode to remove MAC header and de-multiplex the MAC SDUs according to the logical channel Ids.

If SS NR MAC is configured in DL/UL header-transparent mode, the PDUs, exchanged at the DRB port between TTCN and SS, shall be the final MAC PDUs consisting of MAC, RLC and PDCP headers. TTCN code shall take care in DL of building MAC header, RLC headers and PDCP headers and in UL handle MAC, RLC and PDCP headers. TTCN code shall take care of maintaining sequence numbers and state variables for RLC and PDCP layers. During testing of multiple DRBs at the UE side, it shall still be possible to configure only one DRB on SS side with configuration in the figure 5.2.2.4-1. Other DRBs will not be configured, to facilitate routing of UL MAC PDUs. Multiplexing/de-multiplexing of PDUs meant/from different DRBs shall be performed in TTCN. Since the MAC layer does not evaluate the MAC headers in UL it cannot distinguish between SRB and DRB data in UL. There shall be no SRB traffic while MAC is configured in this test mode. The SS MAC shall take care of automatic repetitions/retransmission in UL and DL, based on normal MAC HARQ behaviour.  

Note : There is no need to handle SDAP headers in TTCN for UL/DL as UE Test loop Mode A is above PDCP.

If SS NR MAC is configured in DL only header-transparent mode, the UL PDUs exchanged at the DRB port between TTCN and SS, shall be final RLC PDUs consisting of RLC and PDCP headers. SS shall route these PDUs based on logical channel IDs. In DL, TTCN sends fully encoded MAC PDUs at the DRB port (consisting of MAC, RLC and PDCP headers). In this case TTCN needs to take care of maintaining sequence numbers and state variables for RLC and PDCP layers. Furthermore, in UL and DL the SS MAC layer shall be capable of dealing with SRB data (i.e. it shall handle DL RLC PDUs coming from SRB RLC layers or de-multiplex UL RLC PDUs to SRB's) as in normal mode. The SS MAC shall take care of automatic repetitions/retransmissions in UL and DL, based on normal MAC HARQ behaviour.  TTCN shall ensure that no DL MAC SDUs in normal mode and DL MAC PDUs in test mode are mixed for the same TTI.

The UL Scheduling Grant and DL Scheduling assignments are configured from TTCN over system control port. SS reports PUCCH scheduling information reception over system indication port, if configured. In a similar way the reception of PRACH preambles is reported by SS over the same port.
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