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1. Introduction
The latest RAN4 performance spec [1] has fixed Noc level for all FR1 tests. The value is in []. But RAN4 is now discussing of 2 approaches; one is to have fixed Noc level and another is to have per band Noc. 
This paper is for providing views on this from RAN5 perspective.

2. Discussion

Following is the current Noc definition for FR1 tests in 38.101-4 spec. It is recommending fixing the Noc level for all tests.
2.1. 4.4
Conducted requirements

2.1.1. 4.4.1
Conducted requirement reference point
The reference point for SNR and Noc of DL signal is the UE antenna connector or connectors.

2.1.2. 4.4.2
SNR definition

UE demodulation and CSI requirements define the SNR as:
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NRX denotes the number of receiver antenna connectors and the superscript receiver antenna connector j.

The above SNR definition assumes that the REs are not precoded, and does not account for any gain which can be associated to the precoding operation.

Es denotes the averaged received energy per resource element (EPRE) of the wanted signal. Unless otherwise stated, the SNR refers to the SSS wanted signal. The downlink SSS transmit power is defined as the linear average over the power contributions in [W] of all resource elements that carry the SSS within the operating system bandwidth.

The power ratio of other wanted signals to the SSS is defined in each requirement.

Noc denotes the power spectral density of a white noise source, with average power per RE normalized to the subcarrier spacing.

2.1.3. 4.4.3
Noc

Unless otherwise stated, the spectral density of Noc is [-142dBm/Hz].
But now option2 is also being being considered in RAN4.
Option1: Keep the Noc level fixed for all FR1 tests. 

Option2: Have per band Noc defined in the spec. 
In order to arrive at the Noc for a specific band, the parameters considered includes REFSENS value for that band, SNR assumption at REFSENS among other parameters.

1. Having this approach in our opinion unnecessarily complicates the test case definition and implementation.

With option2, since there is a dependency on REFSENS value, for each possible band under test, Noc will need to be calculated using the equation provided by RAN4 which includes the REFSENS value mentioned in 38.101-1 spec.
To provide example on the test case definition complexity, let’s take the below test case. 

Table 5.2.2.1.1.0-3: Minimum performance for Rank 1

	Test num.
	Reference channel
	Modulation format and code rate
	Propagation condition
	Correlation matrix and antenna configuration
	Reference value

	
	
	
	
	
	Fraction of maximum throughput (%)
	SNR (dB)

	1-1
	R.PDSCH.1-1.1 FDD
	QPSK, 0.30
	TDLB100-400
	2x2, ULA Low
	70
	[-0.9]

	1-2
	R.PDSCH.1-1.2 FDD
	QPSK, 0.30
	TDLC300-100
	2x2, ULA Low
	70
	[0.5]

	1-3
	R.PDSCH.1-4.1 FDD
	256QAM, 0.82
	TDLA30-10
	2x2, ULA Low
	70
	[24.5]

	1-4
	R.PDSCH.1-2.1 FDD
	16QAM, 0.48
	TDLC300-100
	2x2, ULA Low
	30
	[1.3]


If we go with option2, below large table 7.3.2-1 need to be added to the test case to come up with Noc value. The values in the table need to be replaced based on the Noc calculation agreed by RAN4.
Spec maintenance increases with each addition of band in 38.101-1 spec.

Additional burden during test case implementation to select the Noc depending on the band under test. 

If we go with fixed Noc, just one Noc value is all that is needed to mention in the spec and use during implementation.

For CA due to the huge number of band combos possible, the complexity further increases.

Table 7.3.2-1: Two antenna port reference sensitivity QPSK PREFSENS

	Operating band / SCS / Channel bandwidth / Duplex-mode

	Operating Band
	SCS kHz
	5

MHz
(dBm)
	10

MHz
(dBm)
	15

MHz
(dBm)
	20

MHz
(dBm)
	25

MHz
(dBm)
	30 MHz (dBm)
	40

MHz
(dBm)
	50

MHz
(dBm)
	60

MHz
(dBm)
	80

MHz
(dBm)
	90

MHz
(dBm)
	100 MHz
(dBm)
	Duplex Mode

	n1
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	-93.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	-94.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	-94.2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n2
	15
	-98.0
	-94.8
	-93.0
	-91.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-95.1
	-93.1
	-92.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-95.5
	-93.4
	-92.2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n3
	15
	-97.0
	-93.8
	-92.0
	-90.8
	-89.7
	-88.9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-94.1
	-92.1
	-91.0
	-89.8
	-89.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-94.5
	-92.4
	-91.2
	-90.0
	-89.1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n5
	15
	-98.0
	-94.8
	-93.0
	-90.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-95.1
	-93.1
	-91.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n71
	15
	-98.0
	-94.8
	-93.0
	-91.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-95.1
	-93.1
	-92.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-95.5
	-93.4
	-92.2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n8
	15
	-97.0
	-93.8
	-92.0
	-90.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-94.1
	-92.1
	-90.2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n12
	15
	-97.0
	-93.8
	-84.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-94.1
	-84.1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n20
	15
	-97.0
	-93.8
	-91.0
	-89.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-94.1
	-91.1
	-90.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n25
	15
	-96.5
	-93.3
	-91.5
	-90.3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-93.6
	-91.6
	-90.5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-94.0
	-91.9
	-90.7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n28
	15
	-98.5
	-95.5
	-93.5
	-90.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-95.6
	-93.6
	-91.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n34
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n381
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	-93.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	-94.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	-94.2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n39
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	-93.8
	-92.7
	-91.9
	-90.6
	
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	-94.0
	-92.8
	-92.0
	-90.7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	-94.2
	-93.0
	-92.1
	-90.9
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n40
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	-93.8
	-92.7
	-91.9
	-90.6
	-89.6
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	-94.0
	-92.8
	-92.0
	-90.7
	-89.7
	-88.9
	-87.6
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	-94.2
	-93.0
	-92.1
	-90.9
	-89.8
	-89.1
	-87.6
	
	
	

	n411
	15
	
	-94.8
	-93.0
	-91.8
	
	
	-88.6
	-87.6
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-95.1
	-93.1
	-92.0
	
	
	-88.7
	-87.7
	-86.9
	-85.6
	-85.1
	-84.7
	

	
	60
	
	-95.5
	-93.4
	-92.2
	
	
	-88.9
	-87.8
	-87.1
	-85.6
	-85.1
	-84.7
	

	n50
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	-93.8
	
	
	-90.6
	-89.6
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	-94.0
	
	
	-90.7
	-89.7
	-88.9
	-87.6
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	-94.2
	
	
	-90.9
	-89.8
	-89.1
	-87.6
	
	
	

	n51
	15
	-100.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n66
	15
	-99.5
	-96.3
	-94.5
	-93.3
	
	
	-90.1
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-96.6
	-94.6
	-93.5
	
	
	-90.2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.0
	-94.9
	-93.7
	
	
	-90.4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n70
	15
	-100.0
	-96.8
	-95.0
	-93.8
	-92.7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-97.1
	-95.1
	-94.0
	-92.8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.5
	-95.4
	-94.2
	-93.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n71
	15
	-97.2
	-94.0
	-91.6
	-86.0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-94.3
	-91.9
	-87.4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n74
	15
	-99.53
	-96.33
	-94.53
	-93.33
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FDD

	
	30
	
	-96.63
	-94.63
	-93.53
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60
	
	-97.03
	-94.93
	-93.73
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n77 (3.3 to 3.8 GHz)1
	15
	
	-95.8
	-94.0
	-92.7
	
	
	-89.6
	-88.6
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-96.1
	-94.1
	-92.9
	
	
	-89.7
	-88.7
	-87.9
	-86.6
	-86.1
	-85.6
	

	
	60
	
	-96.5
	-94.4
	-93.1
	
	
	-89.9
	-88.8
	-88.0
	-86.7
	-86.2
	-85.7
	

	n771
	15
	
	-95.3
	-93.5
	-92.2
	
	
	-89.1
	-88.1
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-95.6
	-93.6
	-92.4
	
	
	-89.2
	-88.2
	-87.4
	-86.1
	-85.6
	-85.1
	

	
	60
	
	-96.0
	-93.9
	-92.6
	
	
	-89.4
	-88.3
	-87.5
	-86.2
	-85.7
	-85.2
	

	n781
	15
	
	-95.8
	-94.0
	-92.7
	
	
	-89.6
	-88.6
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	-96.1
	-94.1
	-92.9
	
	
	-89.7
	-88.7
	-87.9
	-86.6
	-86.1
	-85.6
	

	
	60
	
	-96.5
	-94.4
	-93.1
	
	
	-89.9
	-88.8
	-88.0
	-86.7
	-86.2
	-85.7
	

	n791
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-89.6
	-88.6
	
	
	
	
	TDD

	
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-89.7
	-88.7
	-87.9
	-86.6
	
	-85.6
	

	
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-89.9
	-88.8
	-88.0
	-86.7
	
	-85.7
	

	NOTE 1:
Four Rx antenna ports shall be the baseline for this operating band except for two Rx vehicular UE.

NOTE 2:
The transmitter shall be set to PUMAX as defined in subclause 6.2.4

NOTE 3:
The requirement is modified by -0.5 dB when the assigned NR channel bandwidth is confined within 1475.9-1510.9 MHz.


2. As shown in [3], if we choose a fixed high enough Noc level, there is sufficient margin in the settable power level from TE. Hence test case definition/implementation complexity can be avoided by having fixed Noc level for all FR1 demod tests.
3. In LTE, fixed Noc approach has worked well. We don’t see any need to change it for NR given the worst case Noc in NR actually turns out to be 15 MHz.
Proposal1: With the above considerations, RAN5 preference is to have a fixed Noc power level for all FR1 Demodulation test cases.

3. Conclusions

Proposal1: With the above considerations, RAN5 preference is to have a fixed Noc power level for all FR1 Demodulation test cases.
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