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7.2
EN-DC

7.2.1
Introduction

Subclause 7.2 specifies test methods and design considerations that are specific to EN-DC.

7.2.2
Physical layer aspects

7.2.2.1
Search spaces and DCI

For EN-DC test cases, TTCN provides the DCI configuration only for the following PDCCH search spaces on the active DL BWP: 

-
Type1-PDCCH common search space: used for the Random Access procedure on the NR cell, and

-
UE specific search space (UL and DL): used for data exchange in RRC_CONNECTED state on the NR cell.

-
For the default NR cell operation, TTCN configures DCI formats 0_0 and 1_0 in the SS.

7.2.3
System information

For EN-DC only MIB is configured and broadcast. SIB1 (RMSI) and Other SI are not configured.

7.2.4
Bearers

From a 3GPP network perspective, each bearer (MCG, SCG and split bearer) can be terminated either in MN or in SN.

From a EN-DC Test Model and PTC architecture perspective however, there is no dependency between the PTC on which the NR PDCP of a bearer is configured and the type of bearer (MN terminated or SN terminated), e.g. an SCG bearer may have its NR PDCP configured on the NR PTC and act as a MN terminated bearer.
7.2.5
Random Access procedure
In EN-DC, when reconfigurationWithSync is indicated by RRC signalling, the UE performs a Random Access procedure, which is either contention free (CFRA) or contention based (CBRA) with C-RNTI based contention resolution. This is distinguished by whether or not RACH-ConfigDedicated is provided in the reconfigurationWithSync field of CellGroupConfig. 

TTCN configures the SS accordingly, and in case of CBRA with C-RNTI based contention resolution, the UE gets a minimum UL grant of 24 bits as RA Msg4.
